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, ADVERTISEMENT. 

<< l^OUNG people ihould be early taught 
to diftinguifh the (lops, commas, 2(t- 
cents, and other grammatical marks, in which 
the correftnefs of writing confjfts ; and it 
vrould be proper to begin with explaining to 
chem their nature and ufe *." 

* Rot LIN on the BcUes Lcttres, b. i, €• i. 
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PREFACE. 

modulation of the voice depends^ in a great 
meajure^ on the paufes, or the art of divide 
ing compounded ftntences in proper places*. 
In this circumfiance, books , are no certain 
guides J for mojt of them are carelefsly and 
irregularly pointed j and many paufes are 
necejfary in readings where no point is in^ 
ferted by the printer.' 

Some imagine J ^Ihaf^pUnifu'^ion is an ar^ 

bitrary invention^ depending on fancy and 

*capmel\} '£ut' this . it 2lj ta^aie. \ It lis 

-founded ^^nr rational and dettrniinaU prin- 

eiplet. ■ \ ' -^ '\ ' ' \'.' : I- ^ \ 



• See An Introdu3ion to tbt Study of Polite Literature^ 

The 



dbyGoogle 



PREFACE 

The following EJfay is drawn up for the 
ufe of thofe^ who have formed no regular 
or conjijlent idea on the fuhjeSf. Its deftgn 
is to furnijb them with a fjftem of clear and 
praSfical ruleSy illujlrated by examples. 
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Pa^e 1 3, I. 20, r. pan^attOAQiD* 

f^ i6f U 5) r« omneta 

1. ii» r. ottmci. 

p. 6oy I. i7> r. chap. IT* §4* 
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CHAP. I. 
On the ORIGIN of tbe poikts* 

THE_ ancient way of writing among the 
Greeks and Romans was in capitals, 
[daced tit equal diftanCes, without any 
blank fpaces to feparate the words, or any 
marks to divide or fubdivide the fentences ^. 



^ Antiqui, tam Grxci quam Latini, continua literarum 
lerle fcribebant, nullis fuper aut inter verba diftm^lionibus, 
aut accentlbus, adfcrlptis. Ejufmodi adhuc ^dfuntur tnulti 
codicesy turn Crxciy turn Latini. MoaiH* lib* lu E^ercit* 
xvii. c. i. p. 477« 

B Th«s 
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ft t>» PUNCTUATION. 

The celebrated Chronicle of the Arundel Mar- 
ble^ *, the Alexandrian manufcript in the Bri- 
tifh Muieum, the manufcript, containing the 
four Gofpels and the A£ls of the Apoftles ia 
Greek and Latin, prefented to the Univerilty 
of Cambridge by Beza, in 158 1, the fmall 
fragment of Livy, difcovered by Mr. Bruns in 
the Vatican at Rome, in 1772, and a great 
variety of other Greek and Latin manufcripts 
t>f the raoft ancient date, are written in Capitals^ 
without any diftances between the words, with- 
out any accents, and, for &e moft part, with- 
out points. 

In fome infcriptions and manufcripts, all the 
words are feparated by dots or periods. In 
others, only complete fentences or paragraphs 
are diftinguifhed by points, or blank fpaces. 

The origin of the points is not eafily trated 
in the depths of antiquity. Suidas tells us, 
that the period and the colon were difco- 
vered and explained by Thrafymachus f, about 



* The Arundel Marbles are said to have been engraved 
263 years before the Chriftian «ra.— But is there no room to 
^ueflion their authenticity ? 

•f" *Off vfojToi vrtfio^ tuu xwXov jutTfhiJe. Qui primus pc- 
Hodum et colon moAftravit . S u i d a s de Thrafy macho, 

380 
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On punctuation; ) 

386 years before the Chriftian sera. But it is 
moft probable, that by periods and colons, Sui* 
das only means, the compofltion of fucb fen<t 
tences, and members of fentences, as Demetriuft 
Phalereus, Dionyfius of HaUcamafiiis, Cicero^ 
Quintilian, and other ancient writers, hav^ 
diftinguilhed by thefe terms. In favour of this 
opinion, it may be obferved, that Thrafyma- 
chus is faid to have been the firft, who ftudied 
oratorical numbers, which entirely confifted ia 
the artificial ftru(5lure of periods and colons*. 

From a paflage in Ariftotle, in which he 
fays, *' It is diiEcult J^/fltr/|flti [to point] the 
writings of Heraclitus, on account of their 
obfcurity," it feems very evident, that Punc* 
tuation was known in the time Qf th^t philo^ 
fophcrt* 



* Princeps inveniendi futt Thrafymachus ; cujus omnia 
mmis etiam extant fcrlpta numeros^. Cic. Orator, § 33* 
SuiDAS de Thrafymacho. 

•{- Ta y^ 'HptfueXicTM; ^kortfftt ipyw* Rhet. I. iil. c. 5; 
Heraclitus flouriThcd, bef. Chr. ^02« Ariftotle died bef. Chr. 
322, aged 63, Vid. Clirici Art. Crit. p* iil. fedl. i. 
c* yo« The learned Dr. Edward Bernard refcrt the know- 
ledge of pun^uation to the time of Ariftotle ; fox he fays s 
•< Ante Chr. 330, Thefes [pofiturae feu punfta] A. £«-«- 
Ciy/A«f XAfifM* A* viy^ /M0i}> learXev. A* r'^.^i Ti>jue,- 
irffivk;." Bkrn* Orhis erud* Viterat, tab* xxx* edit. 1700* 

B 2 Never* 
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4 On PUNCTUATION. 

Nevcj'thckis, Salmafius, Huetius, Mont&u- 
con, and other learned writers, aflert, that the 
pointa are of later date ; and afcribe the inven- 
tion to Ariftopbanes, a grammarian of Byzan- 
tium, about a hundred and twenty years after 
the death of Ariftotle *. 

Though I do not find any authority for this 
allertion, there is no doubt, but that a mark of 
feme fort, iK^ich was called fnyyun, was ufed 
by Ariftophanes, and other grammarians of that 

In the time of Adrian, that is, about the 
year 127, Nicanor, a grammarian of Alexan- 
dria, wrote fix books on Punftuatipn in ge- 
neral ; and other trails on the ufe of the Point 
in Homer^and Callimachus f. 

Twenty 



* Qwd ad Graeca eiexnplaria attinet» ante Ariftophanemy 
qui primus Wf^vl^ua excogitavit> et accentas invenit, nulla 
fult IJteranim diflindlio^ neque fubdiftin^io. Uno ac per- 
petuo du6tu» fine ullo interftitio, voces omnes exarari folebant, 
et fententiae etiam eontinuari. Salmasxi Epift. ad Sarra- 
viunst inter Epift. Sarravianas cLXxzxix. edit. 1697, p. i86. 
HviT. Pnef. ad Grig. Comment. Montf. Pabeog. 
Graeca, 1. i. c. 4« 

-|> Uifi ctyf^nt TDc MtdoXotf, de Intefpundione universe ; et 

terpua^one apud Homerum tt CaUimachom* Gn this ac 

couat 
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On PUNCTUATIONi J 

Twenty or thirty years afterwards, Apol- 
4onius Alexandrinus compofed a treatife on 
grammar, in which he fpeaks of punftuatton, 
as a circumftance well known in Greek manu- 
fcripts, at leaft, in the fchools of the gram- 
marians *. 

In a Greek epigram, cited by Leo AllatiuS, 
we are informed, that one Cometas revifcd and 
pointed the poems of Homer. But, as it is 
difficult to afcertain the time when Cometas 
lived, we can draw no conclufion from this 
teftimony t* 



count Nictnwr was called f ty/[««Ti#c» Stigmadw, five aotit 
compun^lus. It may be obferved, that Suidas u&s the wori 
^lyfAnq in the fingular numbery not ciy/Mnf» ^^ fotot writert 
have quoted him, in the ploraU This is a prefnm^ve arg^n* 
ment, that ^ere was but one.point made ufe of in the time of 
tiicanor. SviOAa. Vosbius de Hift. Graec. 1. ii. c. ix* 
f* aai. 

* This vrriter obfenres, duit artidesi ufed as pronoons» 
cannot be enclittcal ; becaufe they ftand at the beginning of a 
elaufe, referring to the preceding part of the fentence : as in 
thcfe two paffages, \ fAa»A mWa vXayxPny^n /ttupi' A^ttM(« 
9>y% e^Kf* He then fubjoins this remaric : Tnc lyyvnfwmi 
STirMHI vfttfAafrvf9U9ni rn «LfKrwn 9wru^u rw «if9p«y* ** The 
point, which is inferted, (hews, that the articles begin a new 
member in the ftru^ure of a fentence*** AroLL. Alsx« de 
Syntaxi, 1. ii* c. i8. Vide 1. ii. c. 14. 

f Leo ALtAT. de Patria Homeri, c. 5. Fabkic. Bib* 
Grsca, 1..U. c. 2. §21. Brvncxxz Ajuie^a, tom* ii»« 
p, x6. edit. 1776. ' 

B 3 The 
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$ On PUNCTUATION. 

The firft fyftem of punfiuation confifted in 
iht different pofition of one fmgle point. At 
the bottom of the letter, it was equivalent to a 
comma ; in the middle, it was equal to a 
colon ; and at the top, it denoted a period, or 
the conclufion of the fentence *. 

This fcheme was eafily praftifed in Greek 
manufcripts, while they were written in capitals. 
But when the fmall letters were adopted, that 
IS, about the ninth century f , this diftindiion 
could not be obferved : a change was therefore 
made in the mode of punSuation* 



peEto, tmde a Graecis 'virti'iyfJtnf i Latinis fvMlftifli^o 41- 
cltttr* Coion» pundto ad medium titerae fKJifito> und« Gr»eci« 
jwtiu «-t>'ft«» Latiois media diftisfiio. Periodum^ pun^ ad 
rummum literae pofito, Grxcis rthiM ^lyf^ny Latlnis plena et 
perfe^ift difUi>d^io> Dakss. Paralip. OrthograpJuse^ c. 4. 
pQVAT. j». 174%^- DxoMED. de Orat. 1. u. p. 4^* edit. 
VatichUy ^6oS« TeiDOR. Orig. !• i* c. i9« Michaslis> 
Led):. § 36.-*»Sorae writers fuppofei that the fubdiftin^o was 
equivalent to a colon. Vid. Davsqjvii Orthograph, p. 138. 
MoHTF. Palxog, GrsBC. I. i. c» 4., In U^, the ancients 
obferved no regularity m tlic pofition of their points. 

f Unci ales literas kodiema ufu dieimus eas in vetuitis co- 
dicibusy qux prifcam formam fervant, ac folutae funt, nee 
mbtuo colUgaBtur* Hujufmodl literae unciales obfervantur in 
litiris omnibus ad )t o>i v M ulc|uc faeculum. Mo n t f • Palseog* 
Recenf. p. xii. 

The 
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The ancient Romans, aswellas theGreeks^ 
made ufe of points. Cicero mentions them 
underthe appellation of librarjorum kot jb^ 
^^ the marks of tranfcribers ;*' and, in feveral 
parts of his works, he fpeaks of *^ interpundse 
claufulas in orationibus ;'* of *< claufulae atque 
interpunfka verborum ;*' of *< diftin£b et inter« 
pun6b intervalla j of ** interpunftiones verbo- 
rum, &c*." 

Seneca expre&Iy ailerts, that Latin writers, 
in his time» had been ufed to punduation 
^* Nos, cum fcribimus, jktbrpung£E£ coa 

fuevimus." 

1 

Thefe words. cannot allude to the infertion 
of a ppint after eacli word, 'as Muretus ^d 
LipHus imagined ; but muft neceflarily refer to 
marks of punftuation in the divifion of fen- 
tences. For in the pafla'ge, in which this ob- 
feryation_occurs^ Seneca i§ ipsakins 9£ QflC 
Q. Haterius, who made no paufes in his orato- 
ricd harisingues f* 

Suetonius informs us, '< that Valerius Probua 
procured copies of many old books ; and em-* 



* Cic. de Orat. I. iii. § 26. Ibid. ^ 7. Orat. pro Mu- 

taena, § 25. 

*}- Sen. Epift. 40. Seneca died, A. D. 65* 

B 4 ployed; 
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» On PUNCTUATION. 

plojtd bimfelf in correcting, pointing, and iU 
luftrating them ; devoting his time to this, and 
CO other part of grammar *.'* From which 
we may conclude, that, in the time of Probus, 
or about the year 68, Latin manufcripts had 
not been ufually pointed ; and that grammarians, 
made it their buiinefs to fupply this deficiency. 

Quintilian, who wrote his celebrated treatife 
en oratory about the year 88, fpeakd of com* 
mas, colons, and periods ; but it muft be ob- 
ferved, that by thefe terms he means claufes, 
members, and complete fentences, and not the 
marks of pun<5luation f. 

In the fourth century J, ^lius Donatus 
publifhed a treatife on grammar, in which he 
explains the difiin^o, the media diftin£tio, and 
the fubdiftinAio : that is, the ufe of a fingle 



* Multa cxemplaria contra^la emendarei ac dUtiDgaerCy et 
adnotare curavit : foil huicy nee alii pr9terea» grammatices 
fard deditus. Sust. de Illuft* Oram. c. 24* Saetonias 
fioori/hed about tht year aft. Chr* too. 

"f At Ula connexa feries tres habet foribas : incifa, quae 
uefA/xmrra. dicuntur ; membra, qux mvX* $ et fn^niw, qnvs eft 
Yel ambitasi yel circqmdudliimi ve| cootiauatioi vel concluiio. 
Quint. 1. ix. c«4. 

X A. D. 340, 

pointji 
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On PUNCTUATION, 9 

point, in the various portions already men- 
tioned. 

Jerom, who had been the pupil of Donatus, 
in his Latin verflon of the fcriptures, made ufe 
of certain diftin<Eli0ns or divifions, which he 
calls cola and commata ♦. It feems however 
very probable, that thefe divifions were not 
Tpade by the addition of any points or ftops j 
but were formed by writing, in one line, as 
many words as conftituted a claufe) equivalent 
to what we diftinguiih by a comma or a cxAon% 
Thefe divifions were called r/x.^' or fnii^tra, ; 
and had the appearance of (hort, irregular 
vcrfes in poetry. There are feme Greek ma- 
nufcripts ftill ext^t^ which are written in this 
manner f. 



.* ^emo cum prophetas verfibus viderit efle dercrlpt09> 
metro cos exiftimet apod Hebrseos li^arl $ et aliquid fimile 
Aabere de Ffalmis et operibus Solomonis 3 fed quod in Do 
moftliene et in Tullio iblet fieri, ut per cola fcrtbanturi et 
commata, qui utique prosa et non verfibus confcripferuat, nos 
quoque utilitati legentlum providentes, interpretationcm novaip 
novo fcribendi genere diftinximus. Hxxron. Praf. in Efaiani. 
Vide etiam Praef. injofuam, Paralipomena, et Ezochielem, 
torn. iii. p. i5, &c«— Jerom completed this work about the 
|ear 384,- and died ln<42o. 

f See MoNTF. Palaeog. Graeca> U iii. «..4, Ibid. 1. i,. 

B 5 Diomedes,, 
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10 On PUNCTUATION. 

Diomedes, a Latin grammarian, who is Cap* 
pofed to have lived about the year 410, treats 
at large of the three diftincflions mentioned 
by Donatus. But neither thefe writers, nor 
any of the thirty-three grammarians publiflied 
.by Putfchius, give the leaft intimation of the 
other points now in ufe. 

We find then, that the ancient Greeks and 
Romans bad points, or marks of diftindion, in 
their wdtings. But the tranicribers ufually 
neglefted tbem $ and only grammarians, or very 
accurate perfons, had them inferted in their 
copies. 

About die eighth, ninth, and tenth centu- 
ries, writers began to leave a fpace between the 
words, and to make ufe of commas, colons, 
and periods 3 but not with any degree of regu- 
larity. Even after the invention of printing *, 

» Separate woodca types were invented by La\trentius Cofter, 
at Harleim, in 1430 5 cut metal types by Geimfleich, or ra- 
ther by his broAcr Gutenberg, .a0ifted by the liberality of John 
Fnftor Fauftue, at Mentat, in {444. With thefe types, the 
carlieft edition of the Bible was printed, in 1450. The art of 
cafting types in matrices was invented by Peter Schoefier, the 
fon-in-law'of Fauftus, in 1452. Tlie firfl book, printed with 
thefe improved types, was Durandi Ratioilale, in 1459. The 
iirft edition of Tully*8 Offices, printed by Fuft and Schoeffer, is 
^ated 1465. About that time, printing began to fpread itleif, 
with great rapidity, through the principal cities of Europe. 

8 the 



d by Google 



On PDNCTITATIOK, If 

Che editors placed the p(Mfits in an arbitraiy 
manner, probably widiout befloiving on thetn 
the neceflary attention. Robert Stephens, in 
particular, varied his points in every edition of 
the Greek Teftament *. The books printed 
in thofe days, and the fmall'tracS, which Aldus 
Manutius has left us on pundtuation +, will 
ferve to convince us, that this art was in a very 
imperfect ftate, in the fixteenth century. 

Montfaucon tells us,, that the comma occurs 
in Greek manufcripts of above a thoufand years 
antiquity J. Maittaire obferves, that ** Ac 
crooked comma was derived from the Greeks, 



* MiCRAEiis, Led. § 37. RoGALL. Dlffcrt, dc Aufto- 
ikate et Anti^itate interpuajfiionis in Nov. Tefttm. The 
editions of the New Tedaznent, printed by R. Stef hens^ ap^ 
pcaredin 1546, 1549, 1550, 1551. ^ 

f Entitled) Iflterpii«§eadi Ratio, printed at Venice, in 
1566, and fubjoined to the author^s Orthographia. Aldus 
Manutius was the fon of Paulus Manutius, and the grahdfon- 
of Aldus Manutius. They were all printers. Aldus Manm- 
13US tl»e elder ^ied >b^«i^ tl^e year i%i^h PauIus, in »574.i %«<^' 
Aldus the younger, in 1 597. 

- X Virgiil», fi non prifcramnino vftH-fl-atis funtt aoa tamea 
eas ita recentes dixeris^ nam in codicibus -Graecis annorum 
plus mille occummty adonmium mioiniani diftindioneift po» 
£tie, flt quidefla forma hodierns ita £miH, ut nihil ii^erflt 
difcriminis. Momtf. Palzog. Gfieca^ 1. 1. £. ,4* Mz- 
CHAXi.il> Lc^t. § 37« . ; ^ 

# . . B 6 who 
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who ufed it long before the Latins j" and that 
in fbme old Latin books it is not ufed; in 
. others, written in the form of a fmall perpen« 
dicular line *• 

The Greeks had no femicolon. Its prefent 
form [ I ] was introduced in the ninth cen- 
tury t, in Greek manufcripts, as a note of in-i^ 
tcrrogation j for which purpofe it is ftill em- 
ployed in Greek books. Maittaire informs us, 
that ** he could find no femicolon in old Eng- 
lifti books, or in Latin ones, much before the 
fifteenth century/* 

The two points, which form the colon, are 
taken from Latin writers J. In Greek, the 
colon is now exprefled by a Angle point near 
tfie top of the letter j and the period is placed 
at the bottom. 

The modern note of interrogation was pro^ 
bably derived from that of the Greeks : that is, 
from the femicolon, by only changing the po- 
fition of the two points; or by placing the 



• Maittaiib, lag. GrainnMKt p* a«o. 
•| Mohtp. Palseog. GnBc». K ^. c 4. ^. 3t« Mz- 
CBAtLis, Lea. § 3' • 

)Ma1TTA»S9 f. 200f 

conaiDA 
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On PUNCTUATION. 23 

comma above the period in this manner [ f j 
and giving it a little curve towards the right 
hand, at the bottom. 

The point, which we call the note of ex- 
clamation, was not ufed by the Greeks ; nor 
has it been admitted into ahy edition of any 
Greek claflic, which I have obferved, except 
Burman's Arrftophanes *, in a few places. 
But the ufe c^ it is recommended by Dr. Bur- 
ton t, in the preface to his Pentalogia, printed 
at Oxford in 1738. 

At 



♦ Cum ntflis Bergleri et Dukeri, L. Bat. 1760. 

f For the benefit ai the claffical reader, I fliall fubjoin the 
words of this learned writer* 

<* Interea, receptam fcriptionis Grzcc formam intuens, 
q%is non in fententia decurrente accuratiores quaiBam dlfttric- 
tioaum aotas defiderari fentit ? Ita ot membra fingala pro- 
priis inchidantur fpatiis, nee, veltit iodifcreta et vaga, in 
fedem migreot alicnam? Quis nefctt in atramque partem 
puaflationem pennagnam eife vim> cum oculonun pra^udicia 
lAtetteftisiB qoodamsodo antevertant prseocct^entque ? Qaam- 
obrem rei literariac haud incommode confulere inihi videbitur, 
quicunqve ia fcxif tione Grsca, plura quam qus ha^enus a 
grammaticis adhibita Cunt, 6*«^n» inftitiierit. Quid enim ?— • 
e. g. quid ? fi T* comma, qiiod qui4em duplicem habet ufumj 
turn feipirationi fubfervlens, turn claufuls miooris vim expe- 
timens, duplici nota deiignetur ? quid ? fi porrd admiratlonumy 
lAtericiUonttm, icAtentise abruptse et Impdrie^ propria ap« 

fonantwr 
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' At prefeot) all European writers make uk 
of the followiog points^ as marks of divifion, 
which take their name frpm the (entence^ or 
the claufe, which they are refpedlively cm- 
ployed to diftinguiih. 



1. 


A comma 


2. 


A femicdlon 


3- 


A colon 


4- 


A period 


5. 


An interrogation 


6. 


An exclamation 


7- 


A parentheils . 



( ) 

To theie may 6e added the dafh — 

From this fliort hiftory of punftuation we 
may deduce the following concluiions : 

Firfl, as it appears, that the . ftops, in the 
ancient Greek and Roman claflics, were not 



ponantur notae ? ct cadem demum in oratione Graca, qu« in 
Shakefpeariana noftra, experienda editari litertas'indulgeatui:? 
Et hoc quiicm, ficubi ufpiam, in tragkis praecipue locum ha- 
bct } ubi crebro ad aliud fubita fit tranfitioj et colloquentium 
vchemcntia, aut clliptica di^io, aliquando etiam et apofiopefls 
* ponciause oraiiooi^ ordlocm ^ram^iatlcum perturbat/* 

, inferted 
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inferted in the text by the authors themfelves, 
but have been added by fubfequent gram«- 
marians or modern editors^ we may infer, that 
the true fenfe of all obfcure and ambiguous 
pafTages, in their works, is not to be determined 
by commas, colons, and periods, but by the 
rules of good fenfe and rational criticifm. 

Secondly, as it is very evident, that the 
points" afFeft the fenfe of all literary compofi- . 
tions in the higheft degree, and that even a 
comma may illuminate^ or totally obfcure, the 
fineft paflage in Homer or Virgil, we fee the 
abfolute neceflity of paying a flriiSl attention to 
this branch of orthography, in all new editions 
of the dailies. Here then is a fpacious field 
for the inveftigation of editors and commenta« 
tors. Here they may exert their penetration, 
their tafte., and judgment, with advantage, 
without being' biaffed, reftrained, or controlled 
by the authority of any printed copy, or any 
manufcript whatever *• 

Thefe 



* The learned editor, meiKtkmed in the piecedJAg note, is 
of this opinion. *' Pofro, ut fententiae quaelibet difertiys 
exprimanturi fentio curam liaud levem in fun^ationibus redte 
ai^eadis impendi oporrere ; utinam ab edltoribus femper hac 
in parte cautius at(^ue accuratius fuifTet a^uxn^l H9C enini fi 

eflet. 
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Thefe remarks may beilluftrated by an ob^ 
vious example. Many learned commentators 
and editors ♦ of Horace have printed the fol«- 
Icwing ftanza, with a colon after urna : 

Oinnis eodem cogimur : omnium 
Verfatur imia : ferhisy ocius 
Sors exitura, et nos in aeternum 
Exilium impoiitura ^ymbs. 

Lib. ii* od. 3'. 

This prnifiuation makes a felfe quantity in 
urna \ and ihould be re<5tiiied in this manner : 

Omnis eodem cogimur : omnium 
Verfatur urna, ferius, •cius 
Sor» exitura, & nofr in setemum 
Exilium i«npo{itur&cymb»« 



t&ttf, dii&cultatamy quae: in. (ententiis paiiim rep«riimtur, non. 
exigua pars illico tolleretur } atque adeo dubitatidnum occa* 
fione omni prsecifa, ilia criticorum curiofa diligentia, et in ver. 
bis immutandis audaeia^ ut plurimum, irrita et inanis vide- 
retur. Hac certe in re, ^u« eft conununis arbitrii atque juris, 
nc^e'Cod. MSS. audloritate fancita, leviculam hujufmodl 
innovationem experiricuivis licet; neque fane vUa featentia&r 
• loboranti faciUor atque tutior afFerri poteft medela; qpod 
^uidem a criticorum principe, Bendeio, farpc; feliciter effeAum 
admiramur: atque ntinam id ipiumvanobis fuifletpluribus in. 
locis attcntatum." Pentalog. Prxf. 

* Vid. edit. Lam a IN I 1605, Toji-kintu 160S, Mt* 
HXLtii 1706, edit, eun^ notis VAaioavii 1658, edit. iA 
uIumDctrBiitty ftc. 

9 By 
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By this ftnall alteration of the pointy the 
\vQxdfors is united to merfatur^ a9 its nomina- 
tive ca& ^ and the falfe qiuuitky is avoided* , 

An eminent fatirifl has attempted, in the 
following couplet, to throw a ridicule on thofe 
critics, who employ themfelves in reftifying 
the errors of punduation : 

•* Conupas a^d points they fet ex^ftly right. 
And *twere a fin to rob them of their mite *.*' 

But this ftroke of raillery can only affe£l thofe 
annotators, whofe ideas are entirely confined 
to trivial circumftances, who extend their en« 
quiries no farther than a point or a various 
leading, and have no tafte for the more impor- 
tant and exquiflte beauties of an elegant com* 
pofidon. 



^ Porti PtoU to Satirei* 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IL 

Of PIT NCt V ATf O »• 



PUNCTUATION is the art of aU 
rrding sridHkburie into periodic tnd thofe 
perickh into their conftkuent ptili { nuuAyi 
t cotofnft, a femicolofi) a ookm, &c« 



Of -a e^MW A» 

A Comma is a Greek word, which properly 
means a fegment, or a part cut offz com* 
plete fentence. But, in its more ufual accep- 
tation, it fignifies the point, by which a period 
is fubdivided into its leaft conftrudive parts. 

In reading, it requires a fmall reft,.or a fhort 
paufe. 

If 
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If we examine the ftru(9urc of a compounded 
fentence, and confkier how it is framed and 
conneded, we fliall eafily difcover diofe paiti« 
cular places, where it is to be divided by ftops 
and paules. 



i^ Three or more substantives, in the 
fame cafe, and in immediate fucceffion, are 
feparated by commas. The reafon is, each 
word exhibits a diftin£t pifhare, which 
ihould be diftinguifhed from the reft in 
. Waiting and readii^, m k is ukMUnB. 

THE ancients ereiied altars to clemency, 
p^ace, concord, fidelity, juftice, mercy, pi^ty, 
modefty, prudence, wifdom, honour, truth, li- 
berty, and almoft every other virtue *• 

Aftrologers, necrominctrs, pwgicians, con- 
jurors, wizards, witches, gipfies, fortune-tel- 
lers, interpreters of dreams, and the like, are 
knaves and cheats. 



* Banxer, Mythol. vol. i. p. 200. 

Centaurs, 
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• Centaurs, griffins^ harpies, unicorns, dra- 
gons, chimeras, fphinxes, fatyrs, mermaids, 
fyrens, fairies, pigmies, are im^inary (^rea« 
tures. 

Climate, foil, laws, cuftoms, food, and 
other accidental differences, have produced an 
aftonifhing variety in the complexion, fea- 
tures, manners, and faculties, of the human 
fpecies*. 

The verdant lawn« the fliady grove, the va- 
riegated landfcape, the boundlefi ocean, and 
the ftarry firmament, are beautiful and magni- 
ficent objeds. 

The ancients were not acquainted with the 
circulation of the blood, the weight of the air, 
the laws of motion, the nature of light, or the 
number of the planets f. 



• Percxtal, Moral Tales.— The colonr of negroes is 
undoubtedly owing to the climate, which produces a great 
variety in every fpeciet of animals. 

f VoiTAXBEy Letters on the Engliih Nation^ xii. 

Air 
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Air is necelTary to the life of animals, the 
growth of plants, the flight of birds, the for- 
mation of founds, and many other ufeful and 
important efFcfts ♦. 

2. Two SUBSTANTIVES, conncfted by the 
conjunction and, do not admit of a com-* 
ma between them. 

EXAMPLES. 

THE earth and the moon are planets. . 
Homer and Virgil were excellent poets. 

Painting and fculpture are imitations of vi* 
fible objects. 

Delicacy of tafte is favourable to love and 
friendihip. 

Guard equally againft arrogance and fe^ 
vility. 

Religion breathes a fpirit of gentlencft and 
affability. 



• TmreUo# Cyras, b.ii. 

3- The 
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3* The ibregoiog rule is to be obferved^ where 
feveral (iibftantives immediately follow one 
another in the fame cafe ; and are joined in 
pairs by the copulative conjunction and. 

EXAMPLES. 

THERE is a natural difFercnce between 
merit and demerit, virtue and vice, wifdom and 
folly. 

Intereft and ambition, honour and fhame, 
friendftiip and enmity, gratitude and revenge, 
are the prime movers in all public tranfac- 
tions ♦. 

Anarchy and confufion, poverty and diftrefe, 
defolation and ruin, are the confequences of a 
civil war. 



* HuMz, EfTay on Eloquence, vol. I* 



4. Two 
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4. Two fubftantives, conneded by the dif- 
jundive 'or, may admit of a comma be- 
tween them ; becaufe a disjunfHve does 
not form fo clofe a conneftion, as a copu- 
lative. 

EXAMPLES* 

MOST romances are miferable jhapfodics, 
or dangerous incentives. 

Milton too frequently ulcs technical words, 
•r terms of art. 

The coarfeft pi<aur^ will iffeft the mind of 
a peafant, or even a Hottentot. 



5. When the latter part of the fentence is 
fhort^ the comma is better omitted. 

EXAMPLES. 

THE moift vulgar ballads are hot entirely 
deftitute of harmony wr nature. 

The ancient a£lors of tragedy worp the co- 
thurnus or bufkin. 

The comic aftors wore the fock or fandal. 

Libertines call religion bigotry ^r fuperftition. 

6. Nouns 
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6. NouKS in APPOSITION) that is, nouns 
added to other nouns in the fame cafe, by 
way of explication or illuftration, when 
accompanied with adjuncts, are feparated 
from the reft of the fentence by commas. 

EXAMPLES. 

H O MEH, the greateft poet of antiquity, is 
faid to have been blind. 

Romulus, the founder of Rome, lived 750 
years before the Chriftian sera. 

Auguftus, the Roman emperoi'y v^s a pa* 
tron of die polite arts. 

Cupid, the god of love, was the fon of Ve- 
nus, the goddefs of beauty. 

The butterfly, child of the fuamer^ fiuttors 
in die fun. 



7. Two 
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*j. Two NOUNS in APPOSITION, not accom- 
panied with adjun£b,the latter noun form- 
ing, as it were, part of a proper name, are 
not divided. 



EXAMPLES* 

THE emperor Antoninus wrote an excel* 
lent book •. 

Edward the Confeflbr was guilty of great 
cruelty to his mother. 

Queen Chriftina refigned her crown in 
1654. 

Edward the Black Prince wore black ar- 
mour. 



* M. Aureilus Antoninus, the philofopher, was the adopted 
foa of Antoninus Pius. He WBOte twelve books Tm ik mviw> 
Of oaoral Reflexions on Things relating to himfeif. 



S. Expreffions 
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8. Expreffions in a direct address, or 
what is called in Latin the vocative cafe, 
are feparated from the reft of the fentence 
by commas. 

SXAMPLBS. 

.:. S I R, I am obiiped to y<Mi for the fevour of 
your admirable treatife. 

I am, dear Madam, your aflfeftionate friend. 

Simulation, my Lord, is a ftiletto •. 

Beware, Amafia, of the artftil fjcophant. 

My fon, give me thy heart t» 

A note of exclamation after Sir or Madam, 
at the beginning of a common letter, in which 
the author appears to be perfe<aiy caim and 
compoied, is abfurd J. 



• BoLiNGB. Patriot King, p. 138, 
•j- Prov. xxiii. i6« 
} Sec chap. viU 



9. A noun 
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9. A noun in what is called the cafe abfolute^* 
and the participle, &c. with which it is 
connefted, fhould be feparated frpm the reft 
of the fentcnce by a comma. 

£ X A M p t E s. 

HAROLD being JUtin m the field, the 
Conqueror marched dire£Uy to London* 

The armada being thus happily defeated^ the 
nation refounded with fhouts of joy. 

Swearing does not proceed from any natural 
propenfity, no mun being b^m of a fwearing 
conftitution. 

There are many ftblime paflTages in the 
^ Icriptures, notwithjianding their Jimplicity f . 



* This cafe in Latin is the ablative} in £ftgliih| the no- 
minatiTe* 

*!* Notwitbftandtngy though generally called a conjundion^ 
is properly a participle, compounded of not and wtbftandlngf 
and anfwers exa^ly to the Latin 1100 ohftante^ 

C 2 10. If 
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to* If the cafe abfolute occurs in the middle of 
a fentence^ it requires a comma before and 
after it. 



EXAMPLES. 

«. 6 O Dy from the mount of Sinai, whofe grey top 
Shall tremble, he defcending^ will himfelf 
Ordain them laws *• 

The nymph dirmifsM him, odorous garments gt^v^n, I 

And bathM in fragrant oils, that breath'd of hear^n f . 

They feed, they quaff 5 and now, their hunger fled^ 
Sigh for their friends derourM, and mourn the dead |« 



* Mil TON, Par. Loft, B. xu. 227. 
+ PoFi, Odyf. V. 335. 
X Xhid. xii. 363. 



II. Two 
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II. Two ADJECTIVES, not conncScd by a- 
conjunftiort, nor depending on each other 
in fenfe or conftrudion, may admit of a 
. comma between them. 

EXAMPLES. 

BEWARE of a cenforious, four feverity. 

A proud, fupercilious behaviour makes 9 
perfpn contemptible. 

Plain, honeft truth wants no artificial co- 
louring* 

Pure, linfullicd virtue tranfcends the com- 
prehenfion of the wicked. 

True religion gives a native, unaffeded eafe 
to the behaviour. 



12. Two ADJECTIVES, immediately conncft^ 
ed by a conjundion, are not feparated by a 
comma. 

EXAMPLES. 

WISE and good men are frequently un? 

fucccfsful. 

C 3 True 
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True worth is modcft and retired. 

Man enjoys a fleeting and precarious ex- 
iftence, 

i)eath is a perfuaflve and effe^ual teacher. 

Chriftianity afford$ a bright and glorious 
profped. 

13. This rule is to be obferved, wfcere ileveral 
adjedives are connected in pairs, either hf 
a cppulative or a disjun<^ve* 

EXAMPLES* 

'^ TRUTH is fair and artlefs, fimpic and 
£ncere, uniform and confident. 

Love is eager and precipitate, aSive and ro- 
mantic, variable and capricious *• 

Friendfliip is cool and deliberate, fedate and 
temperate, fteady and difcrect f. 
' In the eclogue there muft be nothing rude 
or vulgar, nothing finical or affefted, nothing 
fubtile or abftrufe. 

♦ MONTAXGNJ, vol. U tff, %1» f IWi. 

14. Three 
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. 14. Three or more adjectives 

,* ing to the fame lubftantive, vA 

copulacivet, are ifeparated by com 

examples. 

ULYSSES was a wife, doqi 
dous, and intrepid hero. 

Julius Csefar wrote in a clear, nai 
re<a, flowing ftyle. 

The Italian is a liquid, fmooth, 
language. 

Sacred hiftory is a Ample, chal] 
difpaflionato, impartial detail of ia^ 

The moft innocent pleafures are tl 
the moft fenfible, the moft afie&in 
moft lafting. 

In the firft fentence a comma 
before the conjunftion^wrf; hecau(< 
not more particularly connefted wi 
than with wife or eloquent. 

C4 
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j;5. An ADJECTIVE, swith other words de- 
pending on it, may be feparated from the 
reft pf the fentence by a comma. 



EXAMPLES. 

THE book of Job is a poem, full of the 
hobleft and moft majeftic figures. 

, Endeavour to poflefs a foul, warthy of yOur 
exalted ftation. 

There is a fyftem of opinions, peculiar to 
almoft every age. 

The microfcope difcovers millions of ani- 
malcula, invijibk to the naked eye. , 



x6. A com- 
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16. A COMPARISON, introduced by the ad- 
jective like, and confifting of ieveral terms, 
fhould be feparated from the reft of the 
fentence by a comma. 

S X A M P L £ S. 

THE fire of Homer is fierce and impe- 
tuous, like a flaming vortex. 

The jpys of youth foon vanifli, like a pleaf- 
ing dream. 

The generations of men glide away, like the 
waves of a rapid river. 

Difcretion, like a well-formed eye, com- 
mands a whole horizon •. 

The earth, like a tender mother, Qouriihe$ ' 
her children. 



• Sped. No 215.. 

C 5 17. When 
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17. When the comparative member is short, 
the comma is better omitted. 



EXAMPLES, 

Man is cut down like a flower. 
.His time pafleth away like a (hadow. 
The righteous (hall flouriih like a palm-tree*. 
The mountains fkipped like rams. 
The hills melted like wax. 
He giveth fnow like wool. 
He fcattereth the hoar-froft like aflies. 
His judgements are like the great deep f . 



* *n.f ^mf. Septuag. Pfal. xcii. i2. As the Greek 
irord phoinix fignifies both a palm-tree, and the fabakius bird, 
called the phenix, fome of the Fathers have abfurdly ixnaginedy 
■ihat the Pfalmift alludes to the latter; and, on his autho- 
rity, have made the phenix an argument of a refurre£lion. 
" Tertullian calls it, " plenifiimum atque firmifRmum hu}us 
ijpei ipecimen.** Txrtvll. deRefurre^ione,c. 13. Cyril. 
Catech. i8. Epipran. in Ancerato, 

-f Job xiv. 2. Pf^. cxiiv. 4« cxiv. 6. xcvii. 5. cxlvii. l6. 
xsx. 6. The fciiptures are full of thefe beautiful fimiles. 

lo 18. Relativk 
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i8» Relative pronouns are connc^Uve 
words, and generally admit a comma^ or 
a (hort paufe, before tbem. 



EXAMPLES. 

HE is a coxcomb, who values himfelf upon 
bts drefs. 

We can hardly meet with a perfon, wh9 
humbly thinks he has too Htde fcnfe. 

There is no charm in the female fex, which 
can fupply the place of virtue. 

Self-wearinefs is a circumftance, which al* 
ways attends folly. 

The wicked man hears voices, which found 
only in the ears of guilt. 

C 6 It 
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It is labour only, that gives a relifh to plea- 
fure. 

Make no friendfhip with any one, whoft 
morals are depraved* 

He preaches AiblimeTy, whoft life is irre- 
proachable*. 

Never open your heart to perfons, whom you 
do not know. 



* AuGVlTXMUf. 



19. Two 
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19, Two VERBS, having the fame nominative 
cafe, and immediately connected by the 
conjunAion and, are not feparated by a 
comma. 



EXAMPLES. 

THE plain and fimple ftyle recommends 
and heightens the fublime *• 

Good-nature mends and beautifies all ob- 
je<as. 

The liberal arts foften and harmonize the 
temper. 

The ftudy of natural hiftory expands and 
elevates the mind. 

Religion purifies and refines the aiFe£Hons. 



5 Pi. in* £pUI* !• iii« J3« 

20. Three 
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20. Three or more verbs, having the fame 

nominative cafe, and immediately follow- 

^ ing one another, are feparoled by commas. 

EXAMPLES. 

I CAME, I faw, I conquered*. 

In a letter we may advife, diffuade, exhort, 
comfort^ requeft, rccommendy reconcile, dif- 
cufs. 

Excrcife ferments the humot^rs, cafb them 
into their proper channels, throws off redun- 
dancies, and aflifts nature in her neceflary ope- 
rations f. 

Virtue ftrengthens in adverfity, moderates 
*in profperity, guides m fociety, entertains in 
folitude, advifes in doubts, fiipports in ficknefs^ 
and comforts in the hauf of death. 



* Veni, vidi, vici. The meifage which Julius Caefar fent 
to his friend Amintius at Rome, when he conquered Pharnaces, 
king of Pontus, SviT. c. 37% FiWT* fo^' i. ?• 731* edit* 
1620. 

t Spea. N0JJ5. 
- 2I« SeYSRAIi 
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21. Several verbs in the infinitive mode, 
depending on one common word, and im- 
mediately fucceeding one another, are di- 
vided by commas. 



EXAMPLES. 

THE Spartan jrouth were accuftonicd to 
go barefoot, to lie on the ground, to fuffer hes^ 
and cold, to live on the moft ordinary provi- 
fions, to be engaged in continual exercife, and 
to be enured to blows and wounds *. 

To relieve the indigent, to comfort the 
.afflicted, to proted the innocent, to inftruft 
the ignorant, to reward the dcferving, is a 
great and godlike employment. 



* Roll IN, Anc. Hift. voL ¥• 



2Z. A PAR* 
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22. A PARTICIPLE, With a claufe depending 
on it, IS generally feparated from the reft 
of the fentence by a comma, 

EXAMPLES. 

THE fear of death is one of the ftrongeft 
paiSons, implanted in human nature. 

The whole earth is but a point, compared to 
the heavens. 

The planets are dark bodies, compofed of 
earth and water. 

The fixed ftars are funs, attended hy a fyftem 
of planets. 

Italy is a large peninfula, tounded on tiic 
north by the Alps. 

The fides of Vefuvius are clothed with 
vines, producing the richeft wine. 

One of Titian's country-pieces reprefents 
the goats, climbing up a hangmg rock *. 



* FsHiLOK't Lett to the Frt Acad. p. 252. 

Socrates 
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Socrates had a juft and piercing judgement, 
joined to the moft exquifite prudence. 

Virgil has given us an affefting reprefenta- 
tion of Orpheus, lamenting bis dear Eury- 
dice t» 

^fop's Fables contain excellent inftrudlion, 
tonveyed under a pleafing difguiie. 

Milton compares the ftandard of Satan to a 
meteor, ^^Jfreaming to the wind J." 

China is one vaft empire, /peaking one lan- 
gw^gCj governed by one law, 2ni fympathizing 
in the fame manners §. 



f ViEG, Georg. iv. 465. 

X Th* imperial enfign ; which, full high advancM, 
Shone like a meteor, ftreamlng to the wind. 

Milton, P. L« b. !• 536*^ 
Gray^s application of this magnificent image to the beard and 
balr of the Welch Bard is a ridiculous burlefque. 

Loofe his beard and hoary hair 

Streamed, like a meteor, to the troubled air. 

§ Hume, Eif. on the Rife of Arts, toI. i. 

^3. Three 
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23. Three or moue adverbs, immediately 
iucceeding one another, are feparated by 
commas. 

examples. 

SOME men fin frequently , deliberately^ 
and prefumptuoufly. 

We fhould live foberly, rigbteoufly, and 
pioufly ♦, in the prefent world. 

Succefs generally depends on a£Ui}g pru- 
dently, conftantly, and vigorouily, in what we 
undertake. 

A philofopher fliould examine every thing 
coolly, impartially, accurately, and rationally. 



f • In the common tranflation, godly y which is an adjcdive, 
ii improperly conne^led with tbc two preceding adrerl^s. . 



24. Some 
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24, Some ADVERBS are very properly preceded 
by a comma. 

EXAMPLES, 

' NEVER kt your mind be abfent in com- 
pany, efpeciaUy among your fuperiors. 

You cannot conceive, htw greatly exercife 
contributes to enliven the imaginadon ^. 

Chance never built the leaft cottage, much 
lefs the world. 

A falfe delicacy is afFeditation, ;7^/.politenefs» 

True courage is exerted in repelling, not ij\ 
oiFering injuries. 

This world is a ftate of pilgrimage, ntft a 
place of reft. 

Devotion confifts in the difpofition of the 
heart, ««/ in the motion of the lips. 

Eftablifh your charafter on the bafis of 
cfteem, not on the flattery of dependants. 



* Minim eft, ut animus agitatione motuque corporis exci- 
tetur. Pf.iN«£pift» U i« 6. 

Guard 
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Guard againft all the world, particularly 
againft a known enemy* 

To maintain order in a ftate, tbire muft 
fometimes be examples of feverity. 

Strength and weapions cannot availy when 
condu£l and courage are wanting. 

. Rice acquires its greateft pe|rfe&ion in Afia, 
where it is the ufual food oftiie inhabitants* 

Virgil feldom rifes into any remarkable fub- 
limity, where he is npt fired by the Tliad ♦. 

A certain gloom and heavinefs enter, where^ 
ever guilt refides. 

; Wherey when^ hence, whence, whither, when^ 
ever, wherever, and other words of the fame 
nature, may be properly called adverbial con- 
junctions J becaufe they partake of the nature 
both of adverbs and conjun£):ions : of con- 
jundions, as they conjoin fentences ; of ad- 
verbs, as they denote the attributes, either of 
time, or of place f. 

♦ Sped. No »79, \ Hennes>b. U. c. 2. .p. 258, 

25. Adverbs 
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^5. Adverbs of no importance need not 
be feparated from the reft of the fentence 
by two commas. It would be better to 
omit the following points. 

BEAUTY, perhapsy depends principally 
on the mind. 

There iSyfurely^ a pleafure in beneficence* 

The voice of praife, indetdy is fwcet ♦• 

Liften not, however^ to the fycophant. 

Flattery is, certainly^ pernicious. 



Nay J beftdesy moreover^ again, firjly fecondly^ 
'thirdly y lajlly, once more, above all, on the con- 
trary , in the next place, in Jhort, and all other 
words and phrafes of the fame kind, at the 
beginning of fentences, may be feparated from 
the context by a comma. 



* *\Ll^itt MMvyM tiraifot* Xknopr. apud Plin. .1. vii* 
ep. 32. Vide Xekopb. de Re^o, where the fendment is 
exprefied in different words. 

a6. A comma 
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i6. A comma is not improperly inferted before 
a PREPOSITION) when the fentence is 
LONG ENOUGH to require a paufe. 



EXAMPLES. 

THERE is a charm in modeft diffidence, 
tfi^w^thc force of words. 

The bees confiruft their cells, according to 
the niceft rules of geometry* 

No author fliould attempt to divert his rea- 
der, at the expence of any man's private cha- 
railer. 

The Deity ftands unfee^j hhindtht work- 
manihip: of his own hands* 

The generality of men make themfelvei 
mifcraWc, hy defiring what is fupcrfluous. 

The 
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The ancients feparated • the corn from the 
ear, by caufing an ox to trample on the 
iheaves *. 

Youth is the proper feaftm, fir cultivating 
the humane and benevolent afFeftions. 

Pride and ill-nature will be hatedj in fpite of 
all the wealth and greatnefs in the world. ^ 

We were called into cxiftcnce, In order to 
receive happinefs. 

Modern tragedy excels that of Greece and 
Rome, in the delicacy and difpofition of the 
Fable f- 

Virgil exhaufts all the powers of imagina- 
tion, in the defcent of iEneas to the regions of 
Pluto/ 



• Dcut, XXV. 4. HoM. II. XX. 495. Varro mentions this 
and fome other methedSf in ufe among the Rooms. De Re 
Roftjca, lib. L ; 5Z. The cuftom of empioysiig «hc ox lib 
trm(»ie on tbi dieates^ (otait to have been a cotttFcraiKe» not 
ttiKh wiier than that of the kUhy faftounf the plough to 
the tails of their horf^s 

t Spea. Na 39. " 

The 
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. The earth is but a fmall particle of duft, in 
the bofom of nature. 

Many people gratify their eyes and cars, 
infiead of their underftanding, 

A pleafmg variety is difcernible, throughout 
the whole vifible creation. 

Religion is a perpetual fource of confolation, 
^nder all the calamities of. life. 

The fenfitive plant fhririks and recedes, upon 
the Icaft touch of one's finger. 

Light is fuccefSvely propagated, with an al- 
moft inconceivable fwiftnei^ ♦• 

We cannot open our eyes, without admiring 
the wonderful oeconomy of the univerfe. 



* It is fttppofedy that the diftance of the fun 'from thi« 
earth is 81,000,000 of miles; and that a particle of light 
comes from thence in 8 minutes and 13 feconds; but that « 
cannon ball, flying v^th its ufual rapidity, would not pafi 
through this amazing interval of fpace, in lefs than 25 years. 

27. When 
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^5t7* When the fentcnce is shoRT, the comma 
is unneceflary. 



The planets revolve rcttnd the fati. 

They derive their light and heat /rem his 
rays. 

They are filled with proper inhabitants* 

The fixed ftars are funs U other fyftems. 

The earth is a mere atom in the univerfe# 

Innumerable worlds lie ifyoHiL this vifible 
Tcene ♦. 



* Bcjro&d the folar walk> or mUky way. 

Pops's £flr. on Masi.U zoi» 



28. Whet 
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aS. When a preposition is fallowed by a 
RELATIVE PRONOUN, a comma is very 
properly placed before the prepofition. 

EXAMPLES. 

MAKE no friendfhip with any one^ cn 
tubofi veracity you cannot depend. 

It is barbarous to injure thofe, from whom 
we have received a kindnefs. 

He fears no body, cf whom no body is 
afraid^ 

You rcfign your liberty to the man, to 
tvbom you communicate your fecrets. 

PoliCeneis is the art of making thofe people 
eaiy, with whom we converfe. 

. Never do a thing, about which you are in 
doubt*. 

The fcriptures contain thofe rules, by which 
we ought to regulate our lives. 



* Qiioa dubitati ac ftceiu. Plxn. £pUh i. x8* Cxc. de 

Every 
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Every evil habit is a ftep towards that botr 
tomlefs gulphj from which there is no return. 

Humility is the valley> tn which virtue de- 
lights to grow. 

No thought can be juft, ofwhi<h good fenfe 
is not the ground- work *. 

Companion is an emotion, of which you 
fliould never be afhamed. 

Gravity is one of thofe great laws of nature, 
on which the fyftem of the world depends. 

There is not any virtue, to which Providence 
has not annexed a fecret fatisfadion. 

Socrates rallied the fables, upn which the 
ridiculous myfteries of his age were founded. 

I would not choofe to fee an old pofl: pulled 
up, wiih which I have been long acquainted \^ 

The firft beauty of ftyle i^ propriety, without 
which all ornament is puerile and fuperfluous. 



• Spcft. No 62. 

t Pope to H. Bethel) Efq. let. 30. 



D 2 29. Seuteii^cs 
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19. Sentences generally require a commas or 
a paufe, where there is a connective 
I>ARTICLE) or a word, introducing a new 
MEMBER) which tnay be Separated from the 
preceding part. 

Conjun£lions are joints ♦, where the body 
of a fentence ought to be divided « 

Some of the principal conjunctions are^ 
andj as, beceufe, before, both, but, either, even, 
ixcept, if, left, nor, or, provided, fince, fo, than^ 
that, though, till, unlefs, when, while, whether* 

EXAMPLES* 

THE faculties of every animil are im- 
paired by difufe, and ftrengthened by exercife. 



* This ttetaph<Nr is not improper. The word colon figoifiet 
a membefy and may be compared to an arm in the human body ; 
thff comma* to a hand or a finger* Thus likrwife, ia ancient 
poetry, a metrical foot, confiding of one long and two fhort 
fyllables, was called a da^yl, from the Greek word )kj(TvX«f» 
^finger J on account of the number and length of the fyllablet 
in a da^yl, correfponding with the number and length of the 
bones in a finger. 

Virtue 
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Virtue is the higheft proof of a fuperior un- 
derftanding, and the only folid bafis of great- 
nefs. ; 

Good-nature never appears to fo much ad- 
vantage, ai when it is polilhed by good breeds 
ing. 

Meadows and rivukts have their thaims, a$^ 
well as mountains and oceans^ 

People are unpoHte, hnauji they do not 
know the world. 



It is anreafonable to \>t angry with ano^ci: 
man, hecaufe he is not of your opinion. 

It is dangerous \x> indulge ourfdves in jefts^ 
hecaufe they have generally a tincture of ma-* 
lighity. 

A diamond muft be poliihed^ b^ffn it caft 
appear to advantage. 

A true philofopher preferves an evennefs of 
mind, both in profperity and adverfity. 

D 3 Affeaatioa 
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AfFe£btion will not only deftroy beauty, 
hut even change it into deformity. 

Virtue is not reft, but aftion* 

Religion dwells not on the tongue, but in 
the heart. 

A good man will certainly be happy, either 
in this life or the next. _ 

A fenfe of religion has always prevailed, 
iven among favages. 

There i^ no real ufc in ri€bes» i^apt in the 
diftributionl 

A diamond bears the force of the ftrongefl 
fire, except the concentrated folar rays. 

We ihould be afliamed of fome of our befl 
actions, if the world were to fee our real mo- 



Many endeavour to divert their thoughts, 
left they fliould hear the reproaches of their 
own minds. 

Men 
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Men do not think their fortune too great, 
mr their wit too little* 

. Neither flatter others, »er permit others to 
flatter you. 

• Be not too early in the faihion, nor too long 
out of it. 

We have no* certainaccount of the founder 
of Rome, or of the time of its foundation *• 

The idle fchool-boy trifles over his books, 
^waftes his precious moments in pby. 

Cbnfcience will prefcnre you from error, 
prwididf you attend to its fuggeftions. 

A man may very eaffly comfort himfelf for 
the wrinkles of his face, provided his heart be 
fortified with virtue. 

It is almofl: fix thoufand years, ^w^ the earth 
was created. 



♦ biffcrt. on the ITncert. of the Rom* Hjft. part ii. c* i. 
f Provided ispropcriy a participle. 

D 4 A» 
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As virtue is its own reward, fi vice ii its 
own punifliment. 

A delicacy of behaviour is more engaging^ 
than elegance of dre(3* 

Silence is fometimes more ejtpreifive^ thm 
the nobleft eloquence. 

The fbntiments of Fontenelk^s fliepherds 
are better fuited to the toilets of Pariii thm ta 
the forefts of Arcadia *« 

Dr. Halldy hlU fhewn, ^m ttt gndn df 
goM may bt cut into lOfOOO vifible {larts f* 

Sleep and love convinced Alexandd^, that he 
was not a god %• 

Virtue is fo amiable^ that even the vicious 
admire it. 



* HuMK, Efl*. on SlmpUcity^ vol* i. 

t Kkill's Introd. to Nat. Phil. le^. v. 

{ AXf|«y)jpoc (AM yof »irtcnf K^ f^ ^^ <urray avayoftvotf'tt, 
tt ff miBwukv^ fX<f» nmi «^f»>tgia{w» Plutakch de AdvJ. 
c( AxQici Difcrim. toU U. p. 65. edit. i$20.. 

The 
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The fun is ftill bcautifal, ifc^arj* ready to 
fet. 

The good you do is not loft, though dif- 
regarded by the world. 

We know not what we are, //// we have 
been tried. 

Fire lies peaceably in flint, tiU it is edited 
by coUiilon. 

Devotion itfelf n^ay diforder the mind, unUfs 
its heats are tempered with prudence ** 

No tree bears fruit in autumn, Wikfi it 
blofibms in the fpring. 

We generally forget our faults, whn no 
body reminds us of them. 

Wifdom is not alhamed to be gay, whtn it 
is proper. 

A coquet often loofes her reputation, vuhiU 
ihe prefervcs her virtue. ' * 

■ " t li ■ Mil II ■ ■■ *.— •• I ir ■ wi II 1^ , i< ■■mill I* 

• Speft. N«^ai. 

D 5 The 
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The fmilc of gaiety is often aflumcd, while 
the heart aches within. 

A man of fenfc foon perceives, whether his 
company is acceptable or not. 



30. In fome of the foregoing fentences, and 
others of a fimilar confl;ru6tion, the two 
conftituent parts may be tranfpofed* In 
this cafe, they are to be divided by the fame 
point. 

EXAMPLES. 

I F the world were to fee our real motives, 
we flxould be aihamed of fome of our beft ac- 
tions. 

Or, if the conjundion were omitted in this 
manner, the comma would ftill be ne- 
ceflary. 

We (hould be aihamed of fome of our beil: 
a£iions, were the world to fee our real motives* 

When no body reminds us of our faults, we 
generally forget them. 

. While a coquet prefcrves her virtue, Ihe 
often lofes her reputation. 

31, When 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ On PUNCTUATION. 59 

31. When a comparative member, introduced 
by the conjundion as or than, is Ihort, 
the comma may be omitted. 

EXAMPLES* 

LOVE is ftrong as death. 
Jealoufy is cruel as the grave. 
The righteous fliall (hine as the ftars. 
Man fleeth as a ihadow* 
He fades as aleaf *. 

His days are fwifter than a weaver's ihuttle* 
Wifdom is more precious than rubies. 
She is more beautiful than the fun f. 

Some conjun£lions, when they occur in ien« 
tences, not fo clofely connefted as the fore- 
going, are preceded by a femicolon. 



* Oiq flrep ^\\an yinn$ run^ mu at^otv, . 

. HoM.Il. vi. 146. 

"t* For ' thefe elegant comparifonsy fee Cantic« viii. 6. 
D«D.xiu 3* Job ay« »• lAi. UW. 6. JobrU. 6. Prov.iii«Z5. 
Wifd. Yii. 29. 

D6 3a, Are- 
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%%. A remarkable expreffion, or a fliof t obfer* 
yatton^ in the fovm of a quotation, ought 
to be feparated from the words, which in- 
troduce and follow it« If the quotation be 
very ihort, or tioMy conncded with the 

context^ a comma will be fufficient *• 
% 

EXAMPtES. 

Swift fays, no wife man ever wifhed 
bimfelf younger. 

It hurts a man's pride to fay, I do not 
know« 
To fay to a man^ you lie^ is a grofs affi^tft* 
Plcitarch calls lying, the vice of Haves f. 

Ptato faid to Xenocrates, facrifice to the 
graces J. 

God faid^ let there be lights 



* See chap, lii* 

t To 4o>i04«t kvXtfUftinf* Plvt. de Lib. edvcandr 
lK>Kiup.ii. 

} est v^iuXH^^ Dfo«« JUsiLT. ia Vita Xeaocntisi 

33« Where 
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33. Where a verb is underftood, a comma 
may be infefted. 



EXAMPLE 9. 

COMPLAISANCE makes friends^ 
tnttb^ ciKcaies* 

To err is human } to forgive, divine. 

The aim of orators is viftory j of hiftorians, 
truth I of poets, admiration* 

Peter is painted with the keys *, Paul, with a 
fword; Andrew, with a crofsj James the 
Greater, with a pilgrim's ftafF and a gourd- 
bottle ; James the Lefs, with a fuller's pole ; 
John, with a cup. and a winged ferpent ; Bar** 
tholomew, with a knife $ Philip, with a long 
ftaff .or cro& ; Thomas, with a lance ; Mat- 
thew, widi a hatchet $ MattUas, with a battle- 
ax; Simon, with a £xwy and Jude> with a 
club. , 

From 
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From law arifes fecurity; from fccurity, 
curiofity j from curiofity, knowledge. 

Solitude makes us love ourfelves j conver- 
fation, others. 

Some place the blifs in a6lion ; fome, in eafe : 
Thofe call it pleafure j and contentment, tbe(e *, 



34. Any claufe, which intervenes between the 
nominative cafe and the verb, and which 
n^ay be omitted without injuring the con- 
ftruftion, ought to be included between 
two commas. 

fXAMPLES. 

EPICURUS, we are told, left behind 
him three hundred volumes of his works f. 

Varro, 

* Pope, cfft on Man, iv. 21. 

-f Diogenes Laertaus fays, Bpicunis wrote ccc cylindri, diat 
IS, volumes rolled up in the form of a cylinder. Cylinprvs 
and voLWMiN were ufed by the ancients to lignify a roll, in- 
cluding a fingle tra£l, book, or canto. Thuf Q«i4» ipeaking 
of the fifteen books of his Metamorphofes, fays : 

Sunt quoque mutats ter quinque volumina formx, 

Trift, J, i^ J 17. 
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Varra, according to his own account, com- 
pofed four hundred and ninety books *• 

. Lopez de Vega, as M. Formejr aflerts, com- 
pofed two thoufand dramatic pieces f. 

Didymus, as Seneca informs us, wrote four 
thoufand books %' 

Origen, if we may believe EpiphanI us, was 
the author of fix thoufand treatifes §. 

In this view the works of Epicurus, and even the famous 
Alexandrian library, which) according to A. Gellius, lib* vi« if* 
coniifted of ** almoft 700,000 volumes,** appears to have been 
more inconfiderable, than we might otherwlfe imagine. 

Vitruvius relates a curious anecdote, which gives us no very 
great idea of the Ptolemean library. He infonns us, that 
Ariftophanes [Byzantinus] read, or at leaft attempted to read, 
aU the books in that Hbrary, in the order in which they ftood. 
The words of Vitruvius arc, *« Dixerunt cffc quendam Ariilo- 
phanem, qui fummo ftudio, fummaque diiigentia, quotidie 
OMNXS libros ex ordine perlegeret.** Vitruv. in praef. ad 
lib. vii. — How inHgnificant are all modem readers, and parti- 
cularly the frivolous and fuperiicial fcholars of the prefent age, 
compared with this indefatigable ftudent ! For their comfort 
however it may be confidered, that 200 vo/umina of the an- 
cients might not contain more than one of our folios. 

* A. GxLL.iii. 10. 

-f FoRMKY on the Belles Lettres, § 15. Rapin fays» 
*' more than 300 comedies,*' which is more probable. Reflet, 
en Arift. Poet. § 26. 

X SxNKC. Epift. 88. 

§ £f XPHAN. Hseres. 64. p. 591. edit. x632k 

Many 
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Many people, like Domitian, have employed 
tbemfelves in catching flies. 

The mind, if not ftored with ufefbl know- 
ledge, will become a magazine of trifles and 
follies. 

Inattention to the bufinefs in hand, let it be 
what it will, is the flgn of a frivolous mind. 

Great conquerors, whom hiftorians have fo 
much extolled, have been the fcourges of man^ 
kind. 

Many of the Romilh faints, I believe, were 
grofs hypocrites* 

Tiie fear of want, when it becomes too vio- 
lent, degenerates into avarice. 

Our pity, the univer£d language of huma- 
nity, calls loudly upon us to relieve the dif- 
trefled. 

The whole chafm in nature, from a plant to 
a man, is filled up with various kinds of crea- 
tures, 

Aftar, 
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A ftar, at the end of the tail of the Little 
Bear, is called the polar ftar. * 

This globe, which we inhabit, is but a 
planet. 

The Julian ftar, in the opinion of Dr. Hal- 
ley, was a comet ♦. 

CometSi it is certaiiii do not preikge an7 
calamity. 

. AH philofophy, which is not built upon ex« 
perience, is but conjedural amufement. 

y The fciences, in gmeral^ open and enlarge 

the mind. 

t 
Aftronomy, for inftance^ fo^ggefts the mbft 

fublime ideas. 

The heavens, adorned with an innumerable 
multitude of ftars, proclaim the glory of GOP. 



* Tills coibec afipearei 44 yeah before Chrift ^ alterwards 
in 5315 again in 1106; and, laftly^ in 16S0. It? period it 

. S7S y^^w- 

35. A claufe. 
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35. A claufe, which intervenes between the verb 
and the accufative or objedlive cafe, and 
which may be omitted without injuring the 
conftruftion, ought to be included between 
two commas* . 



EXAMPLES. 

COVET not, fays Menander, even the 
thread of another man's needle *• 

Avoid, as much as poilible, the company of 
debauchees. 

A man of lietters never experiences, like 
other men, the fdague of^dlenefs. 

Endeavour to expel, as Perftus advifes, the 
old grandmother out of your noddle f. 

Homer defcribes, with inimitable pathos, the 
parting of Hcdor and Andromache, 



* M«h ^8X0yii( wAfAfA ttfi^vfJUfq, MzNAND* Fra|^. p* 269* 
64it« Ckrlci, 1709. 

\ Vctcres avias tlbl de pulmone itveUo. Psr. SaU v* 9i^.. 



36. Any 
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36. Any member of a compounded fcntcnce, 
wherever inferted, which may be omitted, 
without injuring the conftrudlion, may be 
included between two commas. 



SXAMPLBS. 

MAN is» at prefenti in a ftate of pro* 
bation. 

Pun and forrt>w are, more or lefsi the portioA 
of all men. 

We are fervile, ai Shakefpeare exprefles it, 
to all the fkiey influences *• 

Nature has wifely ordered a want of appe* 
tite, in the beginning of diflempers, as a dc« 
fence againft their increafe. 

She let concealment, like a worm i*th'bud» 
Feed on her damaik cheek f. 



• Meafure for Mcafure, aft iii. fc« i. 
t Twelfth Night, %a u. iW 6. 

Let 
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Let no wantonnefs of youthful fpirits, no 
compliance with the intemperate warmth of 
others, ever betray you into prophane fallies. 

Whatever violates nature, in any refped, 
cannot be innocent. 

A good charafter fhines, with an amiable 
luftre, through aU the obicurity of a low for- 
tune* 

Fire is» as it were, the foul of the univerie. 

The clouds fly, as it were, upon the winga 
of the wind. 

Olympus and Parnafilis were faid to reach 
unto heaven, that is, above the clouds* 



37. Several 
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37. Several claufes^ or parenthetical expreffions^ 
between the nominative cafe and the verb, 
fliould be feparated from the nominative 
cafe and the verb) and from on^ another^ 
by commas* 

£ X A M p t E s. 

VICES) like fhadows, towards the even- 
ing of life) grow great and monftrous. 

Do not imagine, that the fate, either of fin^e 
perfons, of empires^ or erf* the whole earth, de<^ 
pends on the ftars. 

A ftream of fmoke, ifluing from the chimney 
of a retired cottage, (haded with treeS) is a 
pleafing objeS *• 



* We have this beautiful image in the Odyffey. 
From a high point I markM, an diftant vievT, 
A ftream of curling fmoke afcending blud ^ 
And fpiry tops, the tufted trees above^ 
Of Circe's palace> bofom'd in the grove. 

Povi^ Odjrf. X* iji* 

4 Strong ' 

^^ Digitized by VjOOQIG 
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Strong fenfe, united to delicate fentiment, 
improved by ftudy and obfervation, and free 
from prejudice, is neceflary to form a proper 
judge of literary producftions. 

Xerxes, upon whom Fortune had lavifhed 
all her favours, npt content with being matter 
of powerful armies, numerous fleets, and in- 
exhauftible treafures, propofed a reward to any 
one, who Ihould invent a new pleafure ♦. 



38. The infertion of one comma', and no 
more than one, between the nominative 
cafe and the verb, is, in general, to be 
avoided, as irregular punctuation. 

EXAMPLES. 

H E who knows not how to diflemble, 
knows not how to reign f. 



* Cxc. Tufc. Quaeft. 1. v. § 7. 

+ Qui nefcit fimularc, ncfcit regnare. The maxim which 
Lewis XI. of France recommended to his fon, Charles VJIL 
?♦ /Emyi* Hift. Frsuic. p. 445. edit. J555. 

3 He 
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He who' is engaged in bufinefs, pines for 
Icifurc^ 

Men who are infolent in profpcritjr, are 
weak and timorous in adverfity, ' 

Time which ftrengthcns friendfliip, weakens 
love*. 

The breaft which is never pained, can never 
be pleafed. 

He wbofe dellres are boundlefs^ will always 
be reillefs« 



In thefe fentences another comma fhoutd be 
inferted before the relative pronoun^, whoy 
whUhy whofe ; and the words between the no- 
cntnative cafe and the verb will then form a 
clauie, refembling a parentheds. 



* BllVVEftKy C>4t 



39* A comma 
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39. A comma between the nominative cafe and 
the verb| when neither a parentheHs, nor 
any phrafe equivalent to a parenthefis, in^^ 
terrenes, is improper ; unlefs the length 
of the fentence fbould require a paufe. 

E X A MP L E 6. 

THE focietyof ladies, is afchoolof po« 
politenefs. 

A great book| is a great evil *. 

The law of nature, is the law of God. 

The epic poet, is fuppofed to be infpired* 

An ordinary reader^ cannot relilh what is 
fublime. 

The arrangement of words, contribute! t* 
perfpicuity. 

Every part of matter, fwarms with living 
creatures^ 

It would be better to omit the points in thefc- 
fentenceis. 

■fc f.i I. 1- 

* CAtLiMACHVi apod Athen«um> lil. iii. § !• 

40. A fimple 
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40. A fimplc fcntence however, when it is a 
long one,_and the nominative cafe is ac- 
companied with infeparable adjundb) maf 
admit of a paufe immediately before the 
verb. 

EXAMPLSS, 

THE good tafte of the prefent age, has not 
allowed us to negle<5l the cultivation of the 
Engliih language. 

... The navigation of the ancient Romans, was 
chiefly confined to the Mediterranean fea. 

The feverefl punifhment of an injury, is the 
confcioufnefs of having performed a malevdent 
action. 

The highefl art of the mind of man,, is to 
pofiefs itf^lf with tranquility in imminent dan- 
ger*. : 



♦ Tatler, No 43. 

E Whoever 
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Whoever is capable of forgetting a benefit, 
IS an enemy to fociety *. 

. A principal point of wifdom, is to know how 
^ value things. 

The great end of all human induftry, is the 
attainment of happinefs. 



" This paufe feems to be neceflaryv at leaft in 
^jeaking or reading, that the fentence may be 
more eafily pronounced, and the complex no** 
minative cafe more diftinftly exhibited. 

It ttiay be obfervpd, that a parenthetical 
claufe is very often inferted between the nomi- 
liative cafe and the verb ; but not fo frequently 
between the verb and the accufative or ob- 
jeilive cafe. Thus^ we fay, " Mr. Pope, in 
/his paftorals, has imitated Virgil;" and not, 
** Mr. Pope has imitated, in his paftorals, 
Virgil.** From whence we may conclude, 
ftat a comma between the nominative cafe and 



♦ Trav. of Cynis^ p. 3. 

the 
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thdvfert. Is, in many cafe% the bcft tfivifiont 
which a feiitchce will admit. 



fci.i ntrrw tuw Ti iii liu 



I N almoft all the foregoing rules and ex-, 
amples, great regard muft be paid to the length 
of thofe claufes, which form a compounded 
fentence, and are fuppofed to require the infcr- 
tion of a comma. When the claufes are fhort^ 
and clofely connefted, the point may be omit- 
ted. On the contrary, a fimple fentence, 
when it is a long one, may admit of a paufe» 
For nature, which never feparates th^ agreeable 
from the truly ufeful, has annexed a pleafur^ to 
.refpiration, yhich the hearer feels, as well as 
the fpeaker. 

An ingenious writer has obferved, that not 
half the paufes are found in printing, which 
are heard in the'pronunciation of a good reader 
or fpeaker ; and that, if we would read or fpeak 
well, we muft paufe, upon an average, at every 
fifth or fixth word *• , . 



* Walmr*! £lem. df Elocution, yol* u p. lxx» 

E 2 The 
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srefore Ihould be determined 
refpiration, and the laws of 
ipal defign of this chapter is 
laws, and point out thofe 
a ftop may be properly and 
aitted. 



GH AP. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Of a 8SMXC0L0K. 



A SEMICOLON fignifies balfamm- 
ler* The point, which bears this ap- 
pellatioiiy is ufed for dividing a compounded 
f^ntence into two or more parts, not fo doieljr 
conneded, asthofe, which are feparated by a 
comma ; nor yet fo independent on each other^ 
as thofe, which are diftinguilhed by a colon. 

In reading, a femicolon requires a longer 
paufe than a comma. 



£ 3 I. Some 
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!• Some conjundions, when they exprefs an 
'. iddkiefi, an inkr^nee^ in oppofition, &c. 
admit of a femicolon before them* The 
proper point however does not depend upon 
any particular conjunftion ; but upon the 
degree of connedHon, firbflfting between the 
two adjoining claufcs. 

EXAMPLES. 

LET your behaviour be mild and unaf- 
* Juming J oftd it will certainly be ^engaging. . 

; Mo^fty i§ gne ipf ih^ .icfcirf ornAnjcnte of 
youtt i amd has always bton tfteemed a prefi^^ 
of rifing merits 

' Some things will not bear a ftrong Jight^ 
und others require to be thrown into a fliade. 

Moil of our pleafures are imaginary y but 
our difquietudes are real. 

Straws fwim upon the furface ; but pearls 
lie at the bottom ♦. 

* Errors, like ftraws, upon the furface flow : 
Hej vi(ho wouid fearch for pearls, muft dive below. 

Prypen. 

. : : ' Chaucer 
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Chaucer followed nature every where j tut 
never went beyond her ♦. 

Loquacity ftorms the car; hut modefty 
gains the affections. 

His faults were the faults of a man ; hut his 
beauties were the beauties of an angel f. 

A jeft is. not an argument ; nor is a loud 
laugh a deraoi^ftration. 

Chriftianity muft certainly be the true reU«. 
g^od I i^ifcrwf^ all the religions in the world 
are but fables* 

Green, is the moft reftefliing colour to the 
eye i therefore Providence has made it the com- 
mon drefs of nature* 

. Satire attacks the vices of m^n direftly j. 
whereas comedy attacks them only obliquely. 

Virtue is real honour; whereas all other dif- 
tlnftions are merely titular %* 

A clownifli air is but a fmall defe<9t j yet it is 
enough to make a man univerfally disagreeable. 

* Dayocm, Prefi to Fables. .^ 

f Spence 0X1 Pope's Odyflcy, Evou'iil. 

1 Spca^ No 286. *' 

' E 4 2. The 
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2, The conneftion, which appears between the 
feveral parts of the following compounded 
fentences, is properly diftinguifheJ by a 
feniicolon* 

r EXAMPLES. 

THE orator makes -the truth plain to his 
bearers J he awakens them ^ he excites them 
to adion^ he ihews them their impending^ 
danger *. 

Bruyere declares, that wc are come into the 
world too late to produce any thing new ; that 
nature and life are' pre-occupied ; and that de- 
icription and fentiment have been long fince 
exhaufted f. 

We may rather fuppofe, that nature is un- 
limited in her operations ^ that (he has inex* 
hauftible treafures in referve ; that knowledge 



* FvNSLOK) Letter to the Ficnch Academy, jp. zi^* 
-^ Runblcr^ No 143. Brvyxeb, ch. i. 

wiU 
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will always be pr6greffive ; that there are in« 
numerable regions of imagination yet unex* 
plored ; and that all future generations will 
continue to make difcoveries, of which ws 
have not the lealb idea *• 

If we review the circumftances of this king- 
dom, we Ihsdl have the pleafure to fee a people, 
diftinguiihed by the favour of heaven \ a people 
in pofleffion of every defirable advantage i a 
country abounding in all the comforts and 
conveniences of life; a happy eftablifhment 
in church and ftate 5 a profound tranquility, 
while the greater part of Europe is involved in 
war ; a general harmony and unanimity in the 



* Rerum Natura facra fua tion fimul tradit* Initiatoe not 
credimas; in veftibulo ejus haeremut. Sen. Nat. Qusft. 

1. YU. C. 31. 

Multum adhuc reftat operis^ multumque'reftabit ; nee uUi 
jlato poft mille ikcula ^nedudetur occafio, ajUquid adhuc adji- 
ciendi. Id* Epift. 64. 

' Veritas nondum eft occupata : mul^m ex ilia etiam iuturis 
reUamneft. Id. ]Epift..33. 

Veniet tempus, quo ifta, quae nttii« latent, in lucem diet^ 
extral^tj et longtoria wn diligooktia • • • Veniet teiiq>iu> quo 
pofteri tarn aperU ao» n«fcifle aurentur* id* Nat. Qu«f(. 
I* vii. c »5« 

. , '£ 3 nation > 
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nation ; an ayniabte and e^semplary fQveretgn f 
npidic'iom aM aAiv« adminiftration ^ the art^ 
and. fcienoes m tbrat glory j arniMB^ whtcb 
have teen remerJeaUy triuinpkani ; and a Pdyat 
fiavy,' which has gained immonsd boiioup, zni 
extended our conquefts and our commerce to 
every quarter of the globe *• 

J. Wh^n feverai detached phrafes fuccccd one 
anqtherj each forming a complete fenfe^ 
they are properly diftinguiflied by a PEkiODtf 
Neverthelefs, when they are fljort ; when 
they have a flight connexion j when Aey 
are fitbordinate p^rts of one general pco^ 
gofitioa I pi: fcem, tO be pnjy thrown pro-«. 
mifcuouHy into one group, the exaifl points 
ing may be neglected or diminiihed, anj 
/ the femicolon ufcd inftead of the periods 

EXAMPLES. 

THE fuadeof wealth ia.c^BlempfiiUe ; tkeh 

pride of learning is pitiable ^ the pride of dig-*' 
nity and rank is ridiculous ;. biH: tjie pridp ot. 
bigotry is inflipportaWe f* 

iiji ill! I f M ft ■liii iin i— ^w^it^pMi— — iiMi,.«wMi^M>Mia i 111 ■>* 

' • Sermon on the Otrierat Faft, 176;, by Mn Robi»t5onc 

c - • * c. - Liften 
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Lifteft to the affeftionate counfels of your 
parents i treafure up their precepts > reipe^ 
their riper jodgments f and endeavour to merit 
the approbation of the wife and good *. 

The epic poem created admiradon ; tragedy 
forces tears from us^ comedy makes us laugh; 
and paftoral prdduces gentle ^nd pleafing fen- 
fa tions t« 

•■till I 11 Ml irtiMiniii -tt-M i» I rri iiiTi^Tf m i ut ir"h 4 

* Per CI VAL, JJioral Tales. 

f FoRWiiY on Ac Bfelles tettrfcfe^ § $• 



E 6 CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

0/ a c o L o V. 

THIS word in Greek fignifies a mem" 
bery or a large divifion of a period. 
It is ufed when the preceding part of the (en- 
fence is complete in its conftruAion ; but is 
followed by fome additional remark or illaftra- 
tion, naturally arifing from the foregoing mem- 
ber, and immediately depending on it in fenfe^ 
though not in fyntax;» 

EXAMPLE a. 

THE well-bred man defires only to pleafe: 
the coxcomb wilhes to ihine. 

Dp not flatter yourfelf with the idea of per- 
fect happinefs : diere is no fuch thing in the 
world. 

An 
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An ordinary reader does not relifh what is 
fublime : it does not zSeA him. 

Nothing is made in vain : every thing had 
its life. J 

He was one of the nobleft works of God : 
he was an honeft man. 

Only good and wiie men can be friends : 
odiers are but companions. 

Rebuke thy fon in private : public reproof 
hardens the heart. 

Study to acquire a habit of thinking : no 
ftudy is more important. 

The path of truth is a plain a^d fafe path : 
that of £dlehood is a perplexing maze. 

No man Ihould be too pofitive : the wifefl 
are often deceived. 

An idle man is a monfter in the creation i 
vf^ty thing around him is aftivc» 

Virtue 
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Virtue is too lovely to be ooncealed ttt a 
cell : the wojrld is ber fcene of a£Hoii. 

^ TkMisitoctte oaiifmafitr oTeaqmietfite: 

books inftrud. 

: Aibnifation is cooiaoniy the tStdt of grofs 
ignorance : great admirers are generaAlf great 
fools* 



JU.The coloafeems to be ufcd with propriaty;, 
where a conjunction is not exprefled, 
but UNDERSTOOD. A conjunfiion, in the 
middle of the foregping fentences,. would 
form a clofer connexion, and reiq^uirc a 
femicolon. For iitflrairce 2 

THE well-bred man defires only to pleafc 5 
tut the coxcomb wiihes to fhine* 

00 not fliatter yourfelf with tfaeidea of per. 
fcfk happinefs j for there is' no focH tftiltg in 
<he world. 

An ordinary veadeiPdoea not reliili^wbat it 
fublime i hcaufi it does not alFed him. 

4 3, Two 
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3. Two or three colons aire ufcd by (omt 
writer&iir^rte farttcnce. '' 



EXAMPLE. 

WERE all books reduced to their quint* 
eflence, many a bulky authpr Wfttdil make his 
appearance in a penny paper : there would be 
Jcarce any fiicii i^% m nature as a folio : the 
works of an age would be contained on a ftW 
flielves : not to mention millions of volumes,' 
diat would be* utterly annihtkted ^. 

Thisr BMja/f^jwfiqtfi. ieems, to hft inaccumte. 
The. feqoMan^^ third cUufes ^c tntimaulfcon^. 
'nested with thd firft, and require only two femi- 
colons.^ The; it^UfcUi: aka^iM i& m additional 
qUnfej. yatuj^^ly arj^fig feom the foirmcu'f but 
not abfolutely depending infyntax on any pre- 
ceding member. The only place therefore, 
where a colon ou^H to1be admitted, is after the 
^6x&Jhelves. ^ *^ ' . 



' lUin iN i i u m i' ■■ * I ..., M i l ■ 

f Adpisok, SpeCti N« 124* 



It 
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It may be prefumed, in general, diat one 
colon in a period is fufficient ; as two fuppli- 
inental claufes, equally independent on the 
foregoing part, and on each other, can fcarcely 
ever occur* 



4. A colon is commonly ufed, when an exam-* 
pie, a quotation, or a fpeech is introduced, 
in this manner : 

. EVE is thus beautifully deicribed by Mil- 

ton: 

** Grace wai in all her fteps." 

Always remember this anc4ent maxim: 
Know thyself •. 

The faying of Pythagoras contains the moft 
excellent advice : Reverence tHvsELF f. 

The fcriptures give us an amiable reprefen- 
tatioh of the Deity in thefe words : God 1% 

LOVE. 



* rvAidi tfioimor, Nofce tdpfum* Djog* Labkt» ia Vita 
Thaletii. Juv. Sat. zi. 217. 
•+ Timxm li fwAir^ miTTiym vnewt Ftt h act Aw. Cmn. 

IF. 12. 

Providence 
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Providence has ftamped every pofleffion of 
man with this infcription : Rejoice with 

TREMBLING. 



5. It is obfervablc, that every vcrfe in the 
Pfalms, the Te Deum, and other Parts of 
the Liturgy, is divided by a colon. 

EXAMPLES. 

M Y tongue is the pen : of a ready writfcr. 
Let every thing that hath breath : praife the 
Lord*. 

The noble army of martyrs : praife thee* 
TheFadier: of an infinite; majefty. 

This point is calculated for choirs, where 
fuch parts of the fervice are chanted ; and only 
ferves to divide the chant into two parts* 
Though we are told, that the Pfalms are 
^ pointed, as they are to be fung or /aid in 
churches," the colon is not to be regarded in 
reading them, unlefs it happens to be placed in 
conformity to the rules of pundiuation. 



* Pfal* xlv. ft. d. 6. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P- V. 

Of a PSRXOD.^ 

A PERIOD preperiy fignifiet a drmtj 
or a fetitence^ in which the mcaDiiigis 
fufpended» till the whole is iiniflie^ It i» 
called by Cicero^ " verborum ambitus ♦•**' 
The Grcik md Latin «writ«r», •who were at 
liberty tQtfar6wthe firA word in conftrbftibn 
to the end of the fentence, could eafily form a 
period of this oattire j tut modern languages 

da 



* Comprehenfio ct ambitus verborum. Cxc.de Clar. OraU 
^ >66.«^Iii toto clrcuitu illo vefbbrum, quern Graeci 9rfpi»^ov, 
nD6 turn amhitiiiny. Um cifemtum, turn compfehen^iooem, aut 
contiftuatkuiem) aut ctrcuoUicriptknemy dieimus* Gxc. Oratory 
§41. 

According to this idea, the following fentence is a regular 
petiod : ** At laft, after mucfa fatigtie, through deep roads, ant 
in bad weatlier, we OJime^ . with oii f^aU difficulty, to our 
jo^jmey's end." 

By 
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do not {o readily admit of fuch a circuitous ar- 
r«ipgea)^m» I^ f^^UAy a ibotcnce of any ibrt| 
^^hic^ ^9 c«i9ipfete in jtjfelf, or independ^ on 
tyerx othoTy is calkd a period \ and ^ point, 
diftin^ttifli^d by tbit naoie, is always plac^ at 
the conclufion* 

In reading, a period re^uirte a full Hop, that 
is, a complete paufe» or a perfeiS intervtf ^f 
filei)ce« 



By a difierent arrangement thefe words form what is called a 

cpd; at Mft^ wi^i no fmall difficulty> a£tv much fatigi^e, 
through deep reads, and in bad weather.^* 

In the hitter Imttnce thire ere fto lefs than . Hve words, 
nMncly# a^> iaft* difficulty, £ttignt» ro<d«, Wh anyc# which 
the fentence 9>^h£ h»M b«cn ttmH^t^A. Cam?9I(ll's 
Phil, of Rhet. b-iii. c. 3, § 3. p. 341. 

Pemetrias Phalereua com^^rcs a loQfe fentence tq a heap <pf 
ftones ; and a regular period to an arch, in w'hich the ftones 
have A ^epeodpice 00 oat aaQther. > -De ^lociit* ^ < 3* 



I. If 
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I. If two fcntenccs eome together, an^ have n© 
connciiion, cither in fenfc or conftrudion, 
notwithftanding their brevity, they ought to 
be confidered as two fcparatc periods, and 
divided by a full flop, 

EXAMPLES.. 

FEAR God. Honour the 4cing. • ' '' 
Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceafing *^ 



2. A period may be admitted between two fen- 
tences, which are Joined by a disjun«£live or 
a copulative conjunAion; provided the 
conftru£lion of the latter fentence does not 
immediately depend on the former. 

Several chapters in the NewTcftament begia 
with but y fur y wherefore^ thtrrfore^ and^ &c» 
For inftance : 

B U T a certain man, &c. A&s, ch. v. 
For the kingdom of heaven, &c. Mat. xx. 

• I Pet. ii. 17. J Th«f. T. 16, 17.--.See chap. iii. § 3. 

Therefore 
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Therefore thou art inexcufable, &c. Rom. ii. 
Wherefore, when we could no longer forbear^ 

&c. I Thef. lii. 
And unto the Angel, &c. Rev. iii. 

It is remarkable, that nineteen chapters in 
the Revelations begin witli and. 

By thefe examples it appears, that the fore- 
going conjundions are ufed, when there is 
r remote, as well as when there is a clofe and 
indmate union between two fentences in a dif- 
courfe ; and that the quality of the point does 
not depend on the conne£Hve particle^ but on 
the ftru£ture of the two fentences. 



3. Any point, except a period, after an ab* 
breviated word, is improper. 

EXAMPLES. 

Mad», Efqj Feb: 

Thefe words ihould be abbreviated in this 
manner : 

Mad« Efq. Feb. 

It 
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It is- better however not to abbrevtMe the 
word Madam j or any other Vord,^ in which 
flie abfcreviatidn faves the trouble of writing 
only one or two letters. 

The cuftom of placing a femicolon after the 
^ in the- abbreviation pf Ef^tfire^ is ridicu* 
, loufly derived from thifr cLreiHilftuiCe* Id m?^ 
nufcripts, the word was generally abbreviated 
w;itha ilouriih after that letter, refembling <he 
figure of three (3). The printers- fpmetimes 
reprefented this flourifh by a proper charadier j 
but very often,, for want of the type, fubftitu*e4 
a femicolon. Such words ?& -ntque^ fffl^» 
quoquef are abbreviated both ways in the old 
editions of the claiEcs< Tbus^ the flourifli and 
the femicolon are ufed promifcuoufly, in an 
edition of Horace, printed at Cologn, in- the 
year 1589. But as thefe charailers, efpccially 
the femicolan, are fo manlfeftly abfucd, either 
in Latin or Englifh abbreviations, they ihould 
be entirely exploded. The ancient, fimple, 
and rational mode pf abbreviating the enclitical 
particle que^ &c. was, by adding a dot or pe- 
riod : as, FoittKisq* eoritm *. finisq. ab 

ORIGINE t» 



'" —^' — ill 



* Grut. p. 59i. fRxxNt^. p. ^75.' 
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C H A p. VI. 

Of an I N T £ R It 6 G A T I O N. 



A NOTE of interrogation is ufed at the 
end of an interrogative fentence; that 
is> when a quelHon is afked* 

In reading, an interrogation generally re- 
quires a longer flop than a period \ because an 
anfwer is eidicr returned or implied j and con- 
fequently a proper interval of fil6n<ce i» ne-^ 
ceflary^ 



I. The 
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J. The following feries of qncftions requires, at 
each divifion, a note of interrogation. 

HOW thrive your garden-plants? hovr 
look the trees ? how fpring the broccoli and 
the finocchio? how did the poppies bloom? 
and how is the great room approved ? What 
parties have you had of pleafure ? what in the 
grotto ? what upon the Thames * ? 

Why is a magnificent palace preferred to a 
cleanly cottage ? a piece of painting, to an or- 
dinary fign-poft? a fuit of embroidery to a 
covering of frize ? a fervice of plate, to a fet 
of earthen diihes ? a numerous attendance, to 
a dumb-waiter ? a concert of mufic, to a fet of 
ruftic fcrapers? an opera, to a village wakef ? 



• Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope, Let# 14. 
-f Philemon to Hydafpet, Conv* 2. 



a. Qucftions, 

gitized by Google 
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^ Qufiftions, which a peribn aiks himfdf in 
contemplation, ought to be tenntnate^d by 
^l>ointii of interrogation. 

2 X A M p 1 £ s« 

WHAT power birik over our heads this 
xnagnificent arch • ? Who adorned the hea- 
vens with fuch exquifite beauty ? Who jsainted 
the clouds with inimitable colours ? At whofe 
voice do the planets perform their conftant re-* 
volutions? Who guides the comets through 
the remote regions of the univerfe i Who ar- 
rayed the fun with iranfc^dent glory i What 
hand has lighted that aftoniihing Same i 



* There it, philoibphicany fpeaklng, no arch over cor hetdt* 
The §1^ has .only that apj>earance, because. the fight it toft ob 
^ fidcs> at tqual difian«e»^ in the depth of unbounded fp«ce* 



J. A point 
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3. A point of interrogation is improper after 
fentcnces, which are not questions, but 
only expreffions of admiration, or fome 
oth^r emotion. 



EXAMPLES* 

HOW many inftances have we or chaftity 
in the fair fex ♦ ? 

How finely has the fon of Sir2 th defcribed 
the art of gaining friends ? 

With what prudence does he caution us in 
the choice of our cpmpanions ? 

With what ftrokes of nature has he defcribed 
the behaviour of a treacherous friend f ? 



* Sp«a. No 73. t Il>»d« No 6«. 



4. The 
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4. The generality of writers ufc a note of 
interrogation, when they only inform us, 
that a queftion has been afked, and cfo not 
employ the very words, which form the 
queftion. 

YOUR father enquired, when I had heard 
from Madras ? 

Your fitter a(ked n^e, when I thought you 
would be in town ? 

The Cyprians afked me, why I wept ? 

I afked him, wherein the authority of the 
king confifted ? 

Queftion. Whether anger ought to be fup- 
prefled entirely, or pnly to be confined within 
the bounds of moderation * ? 

Afk*your learned friend, why the Greeks 
joined a verb of the Angular number, to a plu- 
i'al noun of the neuter gender ? 



* ENFZSLD'k Speaker, b. iv. c. i. 

F 2 5. The 
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5. The foregoing fentences are not Uitcrroga- 
tive, and therefore fliould be terminated 
by a period. To give them the interro- 
gative form^ they (hould be exprefled in this 
manner: 

YOUR father (aid to me. When have you 
heard from Madras ? 

When, (aid your fifter, do you think my 
brother will be in town ? 

The Cyprians faid to me. Why do you 
weep ? 

I propofed this queftion to him : Wherein 
docs the authority of the king confift ? 

Queftion. Whether ought anger to be fupr 
preiled entirely, or only confined within the 
bounds of moderation ♦ ? 



* See LowTH*s Grammar, p. 144* edit. 1783, where a very 
proper diftin€fcion is made between explicative^ or declaratiTe, 
and interrogative (entenceat 

% Defire 
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Deiire your learned friend to anfwer this 
queftion : Why did the .Greeks join a verb of 
the iinguhr number to a plural noun of the 
neuter gender ? 

In this form the foregoing fentence^ are di- 
rect queftions, and require a point of interro* 
gation after them. 



6. Though the former mode of expreffion is 
more ufual, and perhaps more eafy and fa- 
miliar, it is very obfervable^ that the latter 
is the form, conftantly employed by the 
facred writers. 

EXAMPLE. 

THIS is the record of John, when the 
Jews fent priefts and Levites from Jerufalem, 
to alk him, who art thou ? And he confefled, 
and denied not ; but confefled, I am not the 
Chrifl:. And they a(ked him. What then? 
Art thou Elias ? And he faith, I am not. 
Art thou that prophet ? And he anfwered. 
No*. 

* John i. io> 20, 21. 

F 3 . This 
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This is an idiom of the oriental ftyle, ahd 
ieems to give us a more lively and animated^ 
reprefentation, than our ordinary method of re* 
lating the fubftance of a converfation in the 
third perfon. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Cy<3r»EXCLAMATrON> 

« T7XCLAMATION is the voice of 
jlLm nature, when Ihe is agitated, amazed, 
or tranfported. 

*^ In reading, it requires an. elevation of the 
voice, as the term exclamation implies ; and 
fucb a pQufe, as may feem to give rpom for i 
momentary reflection ••'* 

In the higher poetry, in which all the fenti- 
ments and paffions of the human mind are 
ufually defcribed with energy and pathos, a 
point of exclamation is not improperly ufed 
after words or fentences, which exprefs any 
kind of emotion. 



♦ Intro^. to the Study of polite Literature. 

F 4 !• A note 
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X. A note of exclamsitlcm after zn addi:ie£^ » 
gratulation^ invocation, fupplication, &c, 

O STAY ! oh pride of Greece ! Ulyfles, ftay I 
O ceafe thy courfe, ahd Hften to our lay * t 

Hail, Vim, hail 1— The hiintrejfii of the groru 
io ihines majeftic» a«d £> irately moves f . 

Come, ever wekome, and thy fucconr lend I 
Oh> eT*ry (acred name in one— -my friend % \ 

O Jove fupreme 1 whom men and gods rerere ! 
And diou, whofe loftre gildt the rolling ipbfsn ft 

Oh I let foft pity touch thy genVous mind I ! 



9i £xi»effions of Joy, tranfport, love, tdmU 
ration, &c» 

XtlQHT of my cyea I he come* ! ttohopM-for joy f I 



•► Poy», ©<lyf» »h ««• t JWd, i\i-rr9^ % »nd. 
uii. «*5» § IWdr xtii. 14** I I^d. vi. aia» 

m Ibid. xvit. 52. 
^ lam 
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I am thy father.— O my fon I my fon • | 
Oh deardl» moft reverM of womankind t • 

What winning graces I what majeftic mien ! 

She mov^ a, goddefs> and file looks a fuun {I ' 



3. Exprcffions denoting pity or anxiety, an 
ardent wifli, or a pathetic £u'eweL 

ALAS, poor ghpft^l 

Too daring prince ! ah, whither doft thou hin I 
Ah, too forgetful of thy wife and fon I ! 

Oh ! had we hoth our humble ftate maintain^dy 
An^ fafe iu peace and poverty remained f i 

Faivwel 1 and efer joyful may^il thou be. 

Nor break the tranfport with one thought of me I 

Butah,Ulyfl«t«l— 



» t><»B, Oayt xtI. 406. t lbid.xvii. 56. J Pof I, 
II. nu 207. § Hamlet, i. 8. || Poirx, IK vS. 510. 

f Pitt, /En. iii. 83a* •* Pojb, OdyC ▼. a6i. 

F S 4* Terror, 
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4« Terror^ lamentation, defpair. 
ANGELS and minifters of grace defend us • I 

Alas ! what bofpitable land, he cry*d» 

Or oK I what £w a warid'ring wretch will hide f ! - 

So farewel hope ! and with hope, farewel fear I 
Farewel remorfe J ! 

5. Contempt, abhorrence, indignation, threat- 
ning, imprecation. 

O MONSTER! mijtM of iofolence and fear ! 
Thou dog in foreliead, but in heart a deer § ! 

O alienate from God ! O fpurit accurfl ! 
Fbrfakeii of all good ij ! ' 

O void of faith I of all bad men the word ! 
RenownM for wirdom> by th^abufe accurft ^ ! 

Hence to thy fellows !— dreadful fhe began. 
Go, beabeaft**! 

yVrife^ black vengeance, from th' i^ihallow'd cell f f I 



• Hamlet, i.-y. + Pitt, >*n. ii« 90. ^ J P«r. 

Loft, iv. loS. § Pope, XI. i. 297. H Par. Loft, 

V. 877. f Popi, Odyf, xvi. 43. •♦ Ibid. x. 381. 
f f Othello, iii. 8. 

5 6, Vociferation. 
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6. Vociferation. 

A HORSE! ahorfe! my kingdom for a horfe • f 

To arms! to arms ! the fierce virago cries. 
And fwift as lightning to the combat flies f* 

Reftore the lock ! (he cries ; and all around, 
Reftore the lock ! the vaulted roofs rebound %• 



-I fled, and cry'd out, death f 



Hell trembled at the hideous name, and (ighM 
From all her caves, and back refounded, death § ! 



In profe, the paf&ons are not delineated with 
the fame force and animation, as they are in 
poetry \ and confequently, the note of e:i(cla* 
mation is not fo frequently introducfd.. Yet 
ftill the fame fentiments and emotions, where- 
ever they occur, require the lame puncStua- 
tion. 



* Sh A K c s. Rich. III. aa ▼• fc. 8. f Rape of the Lock, 

cant. V. ^7* \ lb. caat. V. 103^ \ Par. Loft,, ii. 
787. 

F6 The 
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The difference between an interrogative and 
an exclamatory Sentence is, in fome cafes, al- 
moft imperceptible. The following is perhaps 
the only line^ which can be drawn between 
them* 



7. A fentence, in which any wonder or admi- 
ration is exprefiedy and no answer either 
£XP£CT£D or IMPLIED, is properly termi- 
nated by a note of exclamation. 

EXAMPLES. 

HOW ridiculous are the cares of men ! 

How much vanity in their purfuits * ! 

With what fury do they worry one another ! 

How mifchievous are the efl»£te of war ! 

H6w many are enchanted with an idle pq;>a- 
larity! 

But how pleafing is true glory f 

• O CUM ImiuAvm ! 6 t^iummm til ii| rebus inftae i 

PxBt. Sat. !• I. 

What 
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What is more amiable than virtue ! 

What a leilbii of benevolence does Chrifti* 
anity inculcate. I 

Who can exptefs the noble a£b of the 

LORD*! 

What muft god himielf be^ when his works 
are fo magnificent I 

8« A note of exclamation may be placed after 
Snt or Madam, when. any fudden or yio« 
lent emotion is exprejQed, 

EXAMPLS8. 

SIR ! this language amazes me ! 
Madam I I am thunderftruck I 

All the various paffions of the human mind, 
tendernefs^ love, refpedi:, anger, difdain, &c« 
may be indicated by the tone of the voice, 
with which thefe two words are pronounced. 



• Pfal, c?i, aV 

9.1t 
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9* It may be afked : What paufe is proper 
after an ironical exprei&on ? 

In anfwer to this' enquiry, it muft be ob- 
ierved, that there are two forts of irony, the 
grave and the exclamatory. The former may 
be. terminated by a period ; the latter, by a 
note of exclamation. 

EXAMPLES. 

FLO RIO was a delicate youth, fome* 
thing like Milo, ^o carried a bull on his 
ihoulders, knocked him down with his fift, 
and then eat him for his breakfail *. 

O excellent guardian of the fhcep ! — z wolf! 



-Fair patrimoDy 



That I niufk leave you^ fons f ! 



* De quo [MUoneJ hocproditur, qudd lAu iitt<iae manus 
taurura fecit vl^im^tm \ cumque folidum, qua ma^averat die 
abfumpfit folus, non gravatus. Super hoc nihil ovbxvic. 
Soiin. c. 4. Athen. Deipoof* I. x. 

\ Par. Loft, X. Sx8» . ^ ^ 



Some 



d by Google 



Oh PUNCTUATION, iii 

. Some writers have aflerted *, but, I believe, 
without foundation, that the Germans mark 
an ironical expreffion by inverting the note of 
exclamation thus : 

WHAT an admirable poet { 
Wiiat an exquifite mufician j 

We have no fuch mark of diftlnAion j be- 
caufe perhaps it may be fuppofed, that the cha- 
ra£ter of the perfon commended, the air of 
contempt, which appears in the writer, and 
the extravagance of the compliment, will fuf« 
ficiently difcover the irony, without any parti-, 
cular notation f. However, what the cele- 
brated Le Clerc has fuggefted upon this fubje£t 
deferves confideration. It is his opinion, that, 
unlefs a more proper mark could be invented, 
an ironical expreffion ought to be diftinguiflied 
by a note of exclamation* He accordingly 
recommends this point in feveral paflages in 
the ^neid. The claffical reader ihall have 
the fentiments of this learned writer in his own 
words: ^ 



* Gkskmwoos^s £ng. Gram, part iii* c. 5. Manson*! 
Grammar. 

f Ironia, fays QaintiUan^ aut pronuAciatioiic int^gic«^^ 
a«t perfona, aut rei natura* Lib. vUi. c. 6t 

« In 
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<c In Ironil idem fignum (nifi quis mallet 
novum inveniri, quod ia ceteris etiam adfedi- 
bus exprimendis fieri pofTet) reftius adpone- 
retur, quam omitteretur. Sic ^nead.i. 39. uhi 
Junonis, ira aeftuantis, animus defcribitur: 

— — Menc intepto defiftere viftara ? • . 
Nee poffe Italia Teucrorum avcrtere regeni ? 
Quippe vctor fatis ! 

•* Malim poft fath fignum Ironise adderc, 
quam kftori rem intelligcndam rclinquere, cum 
multi non intelligant, qua de re dixi, p. n* 
kSt^u c. i6. § 24. Similiter paullo poft, 
y6riU49. 

> n Et qui£quara num€n Junonis adoret 
Praeterea, aut fupplex aris imponat hooorem! 

*« Praeftat fignum Ironicae exclamationls, 
ejufque indignatione miftse, addere, quam in- 
terrogationis, quas hic nulla eft. Idem factum 
velim, poft verfum 95, ^neidos iv. 

Bgregiam vero lattdfem , et fpolia ampla refertis 
Tuque pu^rque tuus \ magnum et memorabile nomeii| 
tTna dolo divum, ii foemina vi^ duorum eft 1 

^^ Non fum nefcius ex re ipfd fatis liquere, 
cfle iiic ifoniamj fed nihil vetat figno hoc 

quoque 
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qtK><|ue indicari j et funt loca, ut diximus^ 
irf>i omnes figuram non vWent *." 

With refpeft to thefe and other fimilar paf- 
hgeSj which may be occafionally. introduced, 
the obfervations of this excellent author are 
certainly juft. But as it would be abfurd to 
ufe a note of exclamation, inftead of a period, 
at the end of every fentence, throughout a long 
ironicar difcourfe, this point fliould not always 
accompany an irony, as its diftinguif)iing cha* 
ra^leriftic* 

On this occafion, it may not be improper to 
caution the young and unexperienced writer 
againft the immoderate ufe of exclamations. 
- Whenever we fee a page in profe, profufely in- 
teriperled with points of admiration, we gene- 
rally find it full of unnatural reveries, rants, 
and bombafl. 

The facred writings, and particularly the 
Pfalms, abound with expreffions of the warmeft 
piety, and the mofl elevated defcriptions of the 
divine nature. On thefe fublime fubjefts, fa^ 



* Clkr. Art* Crit. p. iii. fedt. x. c. ix* § X9» 

natics 
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nadcs and enthufiafts would have ufed many 
rapturous exclamations. But our tranflators, 
in conformity to the fober majefty of the ori- 
ginal, have feldbm introduced the note. of ad- 
miration. And in this particular they deferve 
applaufe J becaufe the rational and manly 
genius of true religion does not confift in ex- 
clamations, flights, and ecftaiies ; but in calm- 
nefs and compofure, in energy of thought, and 
the plain, unaffected language of fincerity;and 
truth. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of a PARENTHESIS. 

A PARENTHESIS [from TAperT/^M/;^/, 
interpono five obiter infero] is a claufe, 
containing fome neceflary information, or ufe- 
ful remark, introduced into the middle of a 
fentence obliquely, which may be omitted, 
without injuring the conftru£tion. 

On fome occafions parenthefes may have 
a fpirited appearance, as pj-ompted by a cer- 
tain vivacity of thought, which can glance 
happily afide, as it is going along. But, in 
general, they have a difagreeable effect, being 
a fort of wheels within wheels, fentences in the 
midft of fentences, a perplexed method of dif- 
poHng of fome thought, which the writer has 
not the art to introduce in its proper place ♦. 

• Blair, Left, xi. p. 2sa, 

Elegant 
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Elegant writers will endeavour to avoid the 
frequent ufe of parenthefes. 

In reading or fpeaking, a parenthefis re- 
quires a moderate depreflion of the voice, and 
a quicker pronunciation, with a paufc fome- 
thing longer than a comma. 



I« If the incidental claufe be fliort, or per- 
fcfily comcide widi the reft of the fen- 
tence, it is not neceiBirjr to ufe the paren-* 
dietical charafters, but onljr to enclofe it 
by two commas. 

EXAMPLES. 

THE fun, fays Anaxagoras, is a red-hot 
iron *. 



fJtl>j07rovrs9W> Diog. Laert. 1. ii. c. 3. The author of 
Httdibras alludes to this paiTage in the following lines : 

For Anaxagoras long agone 

Saw hills, as well as you, i'th* moon,;. 

And held the fun was but 11 piece 

Of red-hot iron^ as big as Greece* 

Canto ill. 

The 
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The fun, according tofome ancient philo- 
Jbphers, quenches his .flames in the ocean *. 

The ancients, for want of telefcopes, formed 
many abfurd notions of the hearenly bodies. 

The fun, as modern aftronomers have de- 
monftrated, is placed in the centre of our 

Every planet, as the Creator has made no^ 
^hing in vain, is moft probably inhabited. 

Every ftar, if we may judge by analogy, is 
• fun to a fyftem of planets. 



* Staabo, U Ua* p. xsS. edit. 1620. Milton fays^oe- 

The fgii 
S)!^ with the ocean. . ^ 

Par. Loft, v. 426. 



a. The 
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2, The parenthetical characters are frequently 
ufed, where they feem to be unneceflary* 

EXAMPLES. 

JESUS faw two brethren, cafting a net 
into the fca : (for they were fifhers.) 

Infomuch that (if it were pollible) they (hall 
deceive the very elecft. 

He found them afleep again ; (for their eyes 
were heavy :) neither knew they what to an- 
fwer him. 

They led him unto the brow of the hJll 
(whereon their city was built) that they might 
caft him down headlong. 

Then came to him certain of the Sadducees 
(which deny there is any refurredion) and 
they afked him. 

The fervants and officers had made a fire of 
coals; (for it was cold:} and they warmed 
themfelves. 

Put 
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Put on therefore (^ Ac elcft of God, holy 
and beloved) bowels of mercies. 

Raife up (we pray thee) thy power •• 

Innumerable as the ftars of night. 
Or (ftars of morning) dew-drops t» 



-By his fide 



(As in a glift'ring zodiac) hung the fword J. 
Now length of fame (our fecond life) is loft §• 
But when (by wifdom won) proud Ilion burnM ||. 
Speak you (who faw) his wonders in the war ff • 

In thcfe and other fimiiar paflages, the com- 
mon points would be fufficient. Aldus Ma- 
nutius fays very properly: ** Unum hoc tacere 
non pofTuni, inepte facere, qui haec parentheii 
includunt : ut puU^ ut rn indicate ut a ma^ 



• Mat. iv. 18. Com. Prayer, Ba/kerv. edit. 176a. 
Mat. xxiv. 24. Mar. xiv. 40. Luke hr. *9. L«kc x». %^, 
Johnxviii. 18. Colof. iii. 12. Com. Prayer, Baikerv^ edit. 
Colleft 4Sund. in Advent, Baficerv. 

+ Par. Loft, V. 745. t ^hid. xi. 246. § Pope, 

Eft*, on Crit. 480* H PofSy Odyf. Ui. 15^. ^ Ibid. 

*^* 334« 

^ joribus 
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forthus OitepimuSy quod . iquidem faciH intel-^ 
Uxerimy et finriliai <[U9e il femiciFGulodtflin- 
guantur, aut faltem punflio et femiclrculo, 
fatis erit *." 



3. When the intervening claufe is a deviatioA 
from the general tenor of the fentence, and 
particularly when it conftfts of many terms^ 
it may be enclosed as a^parenthefis» 

EXAMPLES. 

NATURAL hiftorians obferve (for whilft 
I am in the country, I muft fetch my allufions 
from tbisnce) that only the male birds have 
races t* 

Feter flood up in,^*midfl: of diedifciples, 
and faid ^the number of the names together 
were [was] about an hundred and twenty) 
Men and brediren |. 



♦ Interpungcndi Ratio, p. 5* 
+ Spea. No i««, 
} .Ada i. 15. 

Hear 
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Hear ye my defence, which I make now 
unto you. (And when they heard, that he 
Ipake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they 
kept the more filence, and he faith) I am 
verily a man, which am a Jew ♦. , 

Digressions in the New Teftament, which 
interrupt the courfe of the narrative, are gene- 
irally diftinguiflied by the parenthetical ch^rac- 
ters. See Mat. i. 22, 23. ix. 2c, if, 22, 
Rom. ii. 13, 14, 15, &c. 



Wh^n the incidental fentence is not only 
introduced obliquely, but happens to be in- 
terrogatory or exclamatory, and, in that 
refpe<a, different from the context, the pa- 
renthetical marks feem to be neceflary, and 
to have a confiderable ufe in direfting the 
eye and the voice of the unexperienced 
reader. 



-Some infernal rpirit, fecn 



Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) cfcapM 
The bars of hell f. 

• Aa« xxii. J, », 3, I Par, Lo^^ jy^ ^^^^ 

G -The 
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•The harmony 



(What could it left, when fpirits immortal fing ?) " 
Sufpendcd hell •• 

mm ,, „ II Which they not obKying) 
Incurred (ju^hat could they ler8?).the penalty f. 

And was the ranfbm paid ? It was $ and paid 
(What can exalt his bounty more ?) for you:{. 

To gait} a.poftbumQus reputation, is to (ave 
four or five letters (for what is a namie be* 
fides?) from oblivion. 

More loVely than Pandora, whom the gods 
' EndowM with all their gifts (and O, too liktf 
In fad event !) when to th^unwifer Ton 
Of Japhet, brought by Hermes» ihe enfnai'*d 
Mankind $• 

And to our feed (O haplefs feed t) derivM if. 
And whirl us (happy riddance !} from ourfelves ff* 



* Par. Left, ii. 552. f Ibid. x. 14. J YowKCi 

Night Thoughts, 4. § Milton, Par. Loft, iv. jlJ^ 

f H lb. X* 965. ^ YovNGy Night Thoughts, 2. 

Confider 
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Confider (and may the confideration fink 
into your hearts !) the fatal confequences of a 
.wicked life* 

King James wrote a tteatifc (what could be 
more ridiculous 1) on the heinous sin of 
nfing tobacco *. 

Haud procul inde> cU$ Metfikn in diTerik <]^iadrigae 
Piftylerjnt (at t,u di£Vn, Atoue-, fAaneres !) . * 
Kaptabatque vici mendacis v libera TuUus f • 

Quiritilian obferves,. that there are both a 
pacenthefis and aiv apoftropbe in tbefe lisies]!^ 



*' Entitled, " A. Counterblafte to Tobacco." The r<^al 
pedant re^H^ents thdi^, who ufe tobacco, as guHty of ** grtat 
ranltjeand uncUanneiTf, of finfull af&d AamefuU ittft$" and 
concludes his invedlive in thefe terms': ** It is a cuftom loath- 
fomc to the eye, hateful to the nofe, hafmfall to th» bfkThe, 
dangerous to -the- Iu;i|;s«; and» -in ^le black iliAkine' fume 
thereof, neareft refembling the horrible ftygian fmdake of th* 
fit that i» b etto ml e flTe. -" -Ring Jawts's Wu r ks, p. zt2. - 

t ^^ y»i^nf4ft VidcQjjEiCw; Ai$< Q^..'f^ lli.-f. i. 

■ C. U..§ 1%. ;.; , • .i* : ' -t 



r. •>»> 



G^ K. Th( 
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The parenthetical marks are fometimes ne« 
ceflary to prevent confusion, or an am- 
biguity in the conftru^ion of a fentence* 



EXAMPLES. 

WHOSOEVER cateth leavened bread 
(ths^t foul fhall be cut off from Ifrael) from the 
firft day until the feventh day ♦. 

They fought to lay hold on him (but they 
feared the people) for they knew> that he had 
fpoken the parable againft them f. 

They faid, who fhall roll us away the ftone 
from the door of the fepulchre ? (and when 
they looked, they faw that the ftone was rolled 
liway) for it was very g^eat %. 

I lay unto you, that Elias is indeed come 



* ExOjcl. SH« 15. This tranfpofition it in the Hebrew tezt^ 
•nd in ithe Septosfint ; but is reftified in our tranflation. 

^ Mar. xii. \%m 

X Mar. x?i. 3, 4. Ja the Cambridge MS, the laft clavie* 
^ fi^ it vas very gfcai,** innicdiately foUowi the ^ueftion, aa 
Ijbc ibaie re^viitt* 

: (and 
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(and they have done unto him whatfocver they 
lifted) as it is written of him ♦, 

This man purchafed a field, with the re- 
ward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he 
burft afunder in the midft, and all his bowels 
gufhed out. (And* It was known unto all the 
dwellers at Jerufaleni, infomuch as that field is 
called in their proper tongue Aceldama, that is 
to fay, the field of blood.) For it is written 
in the book of Pfalms f. 



* Mar. ix* 13* This parenthefis ieems to be neceffaryy as 
ti&e. prophets dp not any where fosetel the Ul-treatmenty w^iich 
John .the. Baptift received from Herod and the Jews. Some 
writers, dpeciaily Whifton, in vindication of their own mif- 
taken interpretadon, raihly imagine, that the paflage^ih Ma- 
la(^i, ch« iv. 5, 6* which is here alluded to by the evangeUfty 
has been mutilated by the Jews. Vide Wollii Comment. 
Philolog. de Parenthefi facra, p. 127. Lipf. lyaiS. WufsT. 
£ir. towards reftor. the. true Text of the 0«-T. p. 105. 

■f* A^ i. 18, 19, ao. The nineteenth verfe is an obferva- 
tion, inferted by the hiftorian. Peter would not have catted 
the language of Jerufalem, ** tbdr proper tongue," when he . 
himielf fpoke the fame dialcdL Nor would he have explained - 
the word << Aceldama" to the diibipies, who mufthave knownu, 
the meaning of it, as well as himCelf. But it was natural for 
theevangelift^ who was a native of Antioch, and vrrote for the 
information of the Chriftian world in general, to throw io 
thefe circumftantial obfervations* Vide Cleric* Art. Crit.-: 
^iii. f. X. c. lit 

G 3 6. Some 
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6. Some writers on punftuatipn maintain, that 
the parenthetical marks fliould be accom- 
panied with every point, which the fenfe 
would require, if the parentkefts were . 
omitted. But the comma, if not the femi- 
colon and the colon, is fuperfluous; be- 
caufe the paufe, which is neceflkrily made 
at the beginning and the end of the *pa- 
renthefis, while the reader or the (peakcr is 
giving his voice a different modulation, is, 
at leaft, equal in tiiYie to ft €OBHn«, and k- 
~ fuffictently marked by die psurendietttat 
characters, without the addition of that 
point *,. In this cafe, the comma, is in- 
. de^d frequwtly aad vdry properly omitted 
in books, which, in general, are accurately 
printed. 

B X A M p L B s» 

JUDAS faith unto him (not Ifcarlot) 
Lord, bow is it, that thou wilt nianifeft tbyfclf 
Wito us, and not unto, the world f ? 



• Ipfa enim parenthefis eft interpiin^lio. Virneius do- 
Orthog. Latiiifl. Rom«B, 1747- 
•J; John, xiv^. M* 

■: ' . , Nicodcmus 
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Nicodemus faith unto him (he that came 
to Jefus by night, being one of them) Doth 
©ur law judge any man, before it hear him*? 

Know ye not, brethren (for 1 fpeak to them 
that know the law) how that the law hath do- . 
minion over a man, as long as he liveth f ? 

Know then this truth (enough for man to know) 
«< Virtue alone is happinefs below J."' 

This prophetic difcernment not only pre- 
fcnts them the barren profpeft of futurity (a 
profpeft not hid from the meaneft of men) but 
ihews thofe events, which are likely to attend 
it§- 



• Johnvii. 50, 

t Rom-vii. i— 5 w/itoc— kI*' o^ W^ ??• "^^^ ^^^' ** 
long as it lives, fubfifts, or is in force. 
X EflHy on Man, b. iv. 309. 
§ Harris, Hermes, b. i. c. 7. p. m. 



G 4 Many 
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Many of the foregoing parenthefes, and 
others of a fimilar conftru<Stion, embarrafs the 
periods, in which they occur; are utterly in- 
confiftent with accuracy and elegance of ftyle i 
and (hould be carefully avoided. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX, 



Of a n AS Hy or a Jhort horizontal Unty in 
writing* 

THE dafh i§ frequently ufed by hafty and 
incoherent writers, in a very capricious 
and arbitrary manner, inftead of the regular 
point. The proper ufe of it is, where the fen- 
tence breaks ofF abruptly ; where the fenfe is 
fufpended ; where a fignificant paufe is re- 
quired ; or where there is an unexpe£ted turn 
in the fentiment *• 



* See other ufes of the Daih under the article XLXXf UV 
in the APPENDIX, chap. ii. 



G j £XAMPL£I» 
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S X A M' P L E 5. 

I* Where the fentence breaks ofF abruptly^. 

BUT oh r Ulyfles—^eeper than the reft^ 
That fad idea wounds my anxious breaft * ! 

If thou beeil he^but oh ! how fallen f I 

Whom I — but firft 1*11 calm the waves again J* 

KotbiDg)^ my Lord, or if— I know not what §• 

Put out the light, and then— Put out the light ^l- 

The latter part of this line is a fudden ftart 
ef thought^ introducing fome reflexions on the 
murder of Defdemona ; and ihould be printect 
with a note of interrogation. 



• FoPE, Odyf. iv. 130,. 

f Par, Loft, b. i. 84. 

X Pitt, JEn, b. i. j%$. 

\ Shakespeare, Othello, z€t iii..i£. 4.. 

a- Who* 
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2. Where the fenfe is fufpended, and continued 
after a ihort interruption. 

DRAW, archers ! draw I — yoYlr arrows to the head* ! 

The latter part of this line is an after- 
thought. Garrick ufed to paufe very properly, 
where the dalh vis here infcrted. The ardor 
and impetuofity of Richard is more naturally 
and forcibly exprefled, by this divifion of the 
fentence, than by the regular pronunciation of 
the words, in their grammatical connexion, 

Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the head. 



3. Where a fignificant paufe is required. 

LORD Cardinal ! if thou think'ft on heaven's blifs. 
Hold up thy hand, make fignal of that hope.— — 
He dies, and makes no fign f I 

As an interval of filence, or a folemn paufe, 
is abfolutely neceflary after the pronunciation 
of the fecond line, the dafli or break may be 
ufed in this place, with great propriety. 

— i— ^ii^—i II I ■ ^— ^— ^— ^— 

* SnAiCESFt ARE, Rlch. III. ad v. fc. 7. 
t Id. Hen. VI. 2d part, z&, iii. fc. lo. 

G 6 +. Where 
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4» Where there is an unexpefied turn in the 
fentiment ^ or a fort of epigrammatic 
point. 

HERE thou> great Anna, whom three realms ohty^ 
Po^ fometimcs counfel take— and fometlmes tea *•. 

But in Aifh lays, as neither ebb nor flow, 
Corre6lly cold, and regularly low, 
That fliunning faults, one quiet tenor kee^; 
We cannot blame indeed — but we may ileep f • 

Here lies the great— —falfe marble, vrheref 
Nothing but fordid duft lies here. 

The laft couplet contains a beautiful apo-» 
ftrophe. 



♦ Popi, Rape of the Lock, cant. iil. 7, 
f Id; Eflay 00 Crit. ver» 239» 



In 
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In treating of the dafh, and the propriety of 
Its application, it may not be improper to fub- 
join a critical conje£hire on the following paf- 
fage in Horace, where,, it feems, this mark of 
fufpenfion may be properiy inferted. 

•O, qu3e beatam, diva, tenes Cypnira, et 
Memphin carcntem Sithonia nive, 
Rcgina, fublimi flagello— — 
Tange Cbloen femd arrogantcnr. 

Lrb. iii. od. z6. 

Carentem Sithonia nive is not an unmeaning 
phrafe, as fome readers may imagine : it fig- 
nifies, with great propriety, that there was no ' 
coldnefs where Venus refides. Horace men- 
tions the cold of Thrace ; becaufe Chloe was 
probably of that country ; for according to 
Tome editions, fhe is elfewhere called Threjfa 
Chloe. She fe'ems to have treated him with 
fome kind of difdain ; for in another ode he 
fays : Vitas hinnuho me Jimilis^ Chloe j and he 
fufficientlry intimates, that (he was tyrannical, 
when he tells us. Me Chloe regit. 

But obferve his imbecilUty ! He folemnly in- 

vok-es a goddefs to punilh the arrogance of this 

imperious lady. The ftrokc is, as it were, 

ij impending, 
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impending, and we are in pain for the fair 
criminal ; when the lover inflantly relents, and 
defires flie may be— tinderly treated: 

TANGE SEMEL *♦ 

Sanadon, who obfcrved the import of tange 
femel^ does not feem to have fufficiently at- 
tended to the ftriicing oppofition between thefc 
two words, and the menace, exprefled by the 
phrafe immediately preceding, sublimi fla- 
GELLO. Yet on this oppofition, this unex- 
pected turn of fentiment and pafTion, the whole 
beauty of the pafTage depends. . 



* A remark to the fame purpofe was made in die Stu-^ 
»1VT by the author of this ElTay, which is mifrepre(eiiCed» 
im a tranilation of Horace by Mr» D« 



THE 
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THE CONGLUSIOir, 

THESE rules, I muft confefsy are liable 
to SOME exceptions, aiid are not fufficient to* 
diredl the learner in every imaginable com-- 
bination of w^rds and phrafes. It would in- 
deed be impoffibl'e to frame fuch a fyftem of 
rulesy as fhould comprehend the whole extent 
of our language. But the foregoing remarks 
and examples will enable any one, of a tolera-^ 
ble capacity, to form a competent idea of this- 
important fubjefl ; and ta divide his fentences,. 
both in reading and writing, with greater ac- 
curacy and precifion,. than they are ufually di- 
vided in the generality of books, wherein thr 
pun£tuation is arbitrary and capricious,^ and 
founded oa no general principles. 



APPENmX.. 
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A P P E N D I X. 
CHAP. L 

Of thi USB ^CAPITAL LETTERS. 



TH E Hebrew and other oriental alphabets 
have no diftindiion between great and 
fmall letters ; and the Greeks and Romans 
for a long time made ufe of only capitals in 
their writings* 

It. was ufual with our anceftors, both in 
writing and printing, to begin every noun with 
a capital. But this cuftom, which was al- 
ways troublefome, and not in the leaft ufeful 
or ornamental, is now entirely difcontinued ; 
and fmall letters are ufed in all common words. 

It 
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It is however very proper to begin with a 
capita]. 



X. The firft word of every book, chapter^ 
letter, note, or any other piece of writing* 

2. The fil^ft word after a period • arid^ if 
the two fentences be totally indepen- 
dent, after a note of interrogation or excla* 
mation* 

But if a number of inten-ogative or excla- 
matory fentences are thrown into one general 
group ; or if the conftm^on of the latter feli- 
tences depends on the former, all of them, ex- 
cept the firft, may begin with a fmall letter : 
as, , 

How long, ye fimple ones, will ye love 
fimplicity? and the fcorners delight in their 
fcorning ? and fools hate knowledge ♦ ? 

Alas I how diflfVent ! yet how like the fame f ! 



• ProY. i. 12, See other example*, ch.vi. § U 
f Po?£, lUxxiii. X19. 



3. The 
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3. The appellations of the Deity \ as, Go<J> 
Jehovah, the Almighty, the Supreme Being,, 
the Lord, Providence, the MefSah, the Holy 
Spirit. 

4. Titles of honour and refpc<a in direft 
addreffcs* : as, your Highnefe^ your Grace,' 
your Lordfliip, your Excellence, my Lord, 
my Lady, Sir, Madam, 

5. Proper names of peribns, pbces, ftreets^ 
mountains, rtvers, (hips, months, dkys of thd 
week : as, George, London, the Strand, the 
ATps, tfie Thanies, the Centaui', Apri!, Sun-* 

. 6« Adjedivesj^ derived iboih the ^ ppoptr 
names of places : as, Grecian, Roman, £ng* 
lifh, French, Italian, Alpian. 

7* The titles of books : as, Pope*s Rape of 
the LiDck, Swift's Talcof a Tub, Thonvibn'si 
Seafons. 

8. Words of particular importance : as, ^ 

the Reformation, the Reftoration, the Revolu- ^ 
tion. 



* Thtf rule may admit of fome variation. 

' . 9, The 
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9. The firft word of every line in poetry. 

' 10. The firft word of a quotation, intro-* 
duced after a colon, or in a dire<ft form, thus : 
Pythagoras fays, « Reverence thyfelf." But 
when a quotation is brought in obliquely after 
a comma, a capital is unneceffary : as, Plato 
o^ferves, *^ that Gojj geometrizes*." 

II. The pronoun I, and the interjection O, 
ace written in capitals: as, I write, Hear» 
O heavens ! 

,It is fomething remarkaUe, that in other. 
languages, the pronoun of the firft perfon fia- ^ 
gular is ufually written with a fmall letter : as, 
tyny Gr. ego,:Lat ic. Sax. je, Fr. io, Ital, 
yO) Span* eu, Port, ich. Germ* ik, Dut. 

We fcem to be the oftly people, who have 
dknified the little hero with a capital. 

: Maittaire, in his Engltih Grammar, printed 
in 1 71 2, and fome other writers, have ufed the 
final! i ; but it is not probable, that this me- 
thod win ever be generally adopted* 

* Plato dixilfe creditur, Deum ipfum yiufxsrfttf, Ekaswx 
A4*g. p. 7H>> edit. 1629. 

C H A P. 
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C HAP. IL 

Characters '/« grammar^ rhetoric^ and 
poetry^ explained. 

APoftrophe ' 

Afterilk ♦ 

Brace J 

Caret a 

Cedilla 9 

Crotchets [ ] 
Diserefis or dialyfis] •• 

EUipfis —or..... 
Hyphen 

Index tT 

Obeliflc t 

Paragraph ^ ff 

Quotatioif . " ** . 

Seaion § 

Acme 
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Acute accent " 

Grave 

Spiritus afper 
Spiritus lenis 
Long fyllabJc 
Short fyllable 



An Apoftrophe ' [from *Torp«(p«>, avertoj 
in grammar, denotes the turning away or the 
omiflion of one or more letters : as, *tis for it 
is, th' for the, tho' for though, PU for I will, 
lov'd for loy^d, e'en for even, heav'n for hea- 
ven, fe'nnight for fevennight,- o'clock for on 
the clockyking's palace for kinges palace* 

King's is the genitive (rf pofleffive cafe* 
We hayft derived- this termination from our 
Saxon anceftprs. In the Saj^ language there 
are fix, or,, according to fome grammarians, 
feven declenfions ; and three of them form the 
genitive Angular, by taking es : as. Smith, 
fmithes 5 andgit, andgites£ifnderftanding] word, 
wordes. Upon this principle the Saiton writers 
fay, Titus, ;gen. Titufes 5 NinUs, Ninufes 5 
21-. *\ 2 Julius, 
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Julius, Juliufes ; Hannibal, Hannibales $ Xjod, 
Godes ; XJhrifl, Chriftes ; man, mannes. 
Gower, Chaucer, and other aacient authors, 
ufe the fame termination : as, Goddes foUqe, 
worldes welth, kynges lawe, ladyes name, 
knyghtes tales, Cupides bow, &c» Inftead of 
the e we now ufe an apoftrophe t» 



An Aftcriik or little ftar * direfts the reader 
to fome note in the margin, or at the bottom 
of the page. Two or three afterifks generally 
denote the omiflion of fome letters in a word, 
or of fome bold or indelicate expreflion, or 
fome defeft in the manufcript. 

A Brace | is ufed in poietry, at the end^ 
of a triplet^ or three line^ which have^the fame 
rhyme: as. 

Waller vwas fmpoth \ but t)rydcn taught to join -k 
The varying vcrfe, the full-rcfovinding line, i 
The long* majcfiic maroh, and energy divine t* \ 



f See Obfervations on the fi^n of the pQiTdfive caie.in 
the Critical Review for Jan. 1777; and in the Biographical 
Anecdotes of Mr. Bowyer, p. 477, by the author of U^is Effay. 

\ PoFE> Imit. of Hon 1» ii. cp. J» 

,. . ' . Braces 
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Braces are alfo ufed to connect a number of 
words with one common term, and are merely 
calculated to prevent a repetition in writing or 
printing. 



A Caret a [from careo, to want] fhews 
the place, where a letter or word, omitted by 
miflake, and written above the line^ is to be 
introduced. 



Cedilla or Cerilla 9, in fome French words, 
is a curve line under the letter c, before a, o, u, 
Ihewing, that it has the found of s, which it 
always has before e and i, and not that of k : 
as, for^a he forced, gar^on a boy, re^u re- 
ceived i pronounced, forfa, garfon, reilu. 

The cedilla was form-crly ufed by Spanifli 
writers for the fame purpofe ; but it is thought 
fuperfluous, by feveral modern grammarians *, 
in the Spanifli language; and the z is ufed 
inftead of it« 



* Stivkms^s Span, Qjzm* fi 10, c^t. 1739. 

Crotchets 
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Crotchets or Brackets [ J ferve to enclofe . 
a word or fentence, which is to be explained in 
a note ; or the explanation itfelf ; or a word 
or fentence, which is intended to fupply fomc 
deficiency, or rediify fome miftake : as, 

Pelides] Achilles, the fon of Peleus.. Ma- 
dam [from ma dame, Fr.] a complimentary, 
term, ufed in addreffing ladies of every degree. 

«* He reftores to [the inhabitants of] his 
ifland that tranquility, to which they had been - 
Grangers, during his abfence ♦.'* A well wrote 
[well written] treatifc. 



The word or fentence, included within the 
crotchets, is called a parathefis ; and fometimcs 
the chara(^er itielf is diftinguiihed by die fame 
appellation; 



* ?Qf%, DUTert. oa th^i>dyire]r» § 3. 

H Dlaerefis 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Diaerefis " [from //«//><«, divide] or Dia- 
lyfis. [from i'lAhtt^y diflblvo] is ufed when two 
vowels come together, and make two diftindl 
fyllables. In this cafe, thefe two points are 
ufually placed over the latter vowel : as, coeval, 
aerial, Simoi's, Bootes, Cods, liilus. 



Ellipfis — [from eXAf /^^v, deficio] is ufed, 
ivhen fome letters in a word, or fome words in 
a verfe, are omitted : as, the k— g, for the 
king. 

The dafh is frequently ufed by rhapfodifts, 
inftead of the regular points. 



A Hyphen - [from i^ Ir, fub unumj is 
employed in conneding compounded words: 
as. Lap-dog, tea-pot, pre-exlftence, (elf-love, 
to-morrow. 

It is alfo ufed, when a .word i$ divided, and 
the former part is written or printed at the end 
of one line, and the latter- part at the beginning 
o£ another^ Ia- this^ caie, it is placed at the.. 
end of the firft line, not at the beginning of 
the fecond. 

^ An 
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An Index or Hand tS* points out a re- 
markable pailage, or ibmething that requires 
particular attention. 



An Obeliflc or Dagger f [from oCixo;, a 
fpit or dagger] refers to fome marginal note ; 
or, in di£l:ionaries, to fome obfolete or barba- 
rous word. 



A Paragraph ^ [from Tttpety^ct^^ adfcribo] 
denotes the beginning of a new fubje<9:, or a 
fentence not connected with the foregoing. 
This charaSer is chiefly ufcd in the Old and 
New Teftament. 



A Quotation " ". Two inverted com- 
mas are generally placed at the beginning of a 
phrafe or a paflage,"whlch is quoted or tran- 
fcribed from foqie author, in his own words^; 
and two commas, in- their direct pofition, are 
placcid at the conclufion : as. 

An excellent poet fays : 

** The proper ihuly of mankind it man.^ 

Hz A SeaioA 
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A Seftion § [from feco, to cut] is ufed in 
fome books for fubdividing a chapter into 
fmaller parts. It feems to- be made of ss, and 
to be an abbreviation of fignum fedionis, the 
fign of the fe6Uon ♦. 



The acute accent ', in the Greek language, 
as Grammarians tell us, denotes an elevation 
of. the voice. It is placed on long and fliort 
fyllables without diftindion : on long fyllables 
in vviipn* li'hrtnft Kopdm ; and on fhort ones in 
Fifdrn, OipdiTifv, KAKdfjin, Ut^^ifirn^ 8cc. 

The grave * fignifies a depreffion. It is 
however, ftri£Uy fpeaking, nothing more than 
the. privation of the acute* This mark is 
placed on the laft fyllable only ; but is under- 
ftood on every fyllable, on which there is no 
accent ; as on the latter fyllable of rywla. 

The circumflex "^ marks an elevation and 
depreffion on the fame fyllable ; that is, a kind 



t MaK^TIFXI LCXIC. lllTOCePARAGllArRVS. 

of 
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. of undulation or quavering of the voice ♦• 1% 
is placed on long fyllables only. 

This charafter was originally f formed by 
uniting the acute and the grave '^. Afterwards 
It was changed into the figure of the ancient 
figma, placed horizontally -^ . Laftly, it was 
drawn in an undulatory form, in this manner!*. 
The modern circumflex Teems to be an arbi- 
trary and unmeaning flourifh. 

Many volumes have been written concern- 
ing the antiquity of thefe accents :|: ; but the 

time 



* Accentus acutus idea infertus tA, qu6d acuat five ekvet 
fyllabam ; gravis, ideo qu&d deprimat aut deponat ; clrcum«> 
flexus eo, qu6d deprimat atque acuat. Pkiscian* p. 1286, 
edit. Putfchii. 

f Primatt on Accents, p. 21. Vocalis A longa, A brc- 
Tis. Spiritus h A afper, i Icnis. Accentus A* gravis. A' 
Bcutus, A '* " circumflexus, ante Cbr. 500 inter poetat 
fuper voces dubias depidti, et enclitlcas et rho ^' fed A. D. 396 
fuper oxnnes in leftlonariis Chriflianis. Bernaadi Orb* 
erud. Literat* tab. xxx. 

J Sec G ally's DiiTertatlon againft pronouncing the Greejcr 
Language according to Accents, X754« Foster's EiTay c^ 
Accent and Quantity, 1762 and 1763. Primatt's Defence 
of an accented Pronunciation of Greek Profe, 1764, &c. 

The dcfign of Dr. G ally's Differtation is to iKew, "that 

the modern way of placing accents in the ancient Greek lan- 

H 3 ««a«e 
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time of their firft introduflion cannot be detcr- 
Biined with any precifion. It is probable, that 
fome accentual marks were u'fed by the Greeks 
two or three hundred years before the birth of 
Chrift ; but they feem to have been, for a long 
time,^ Confined to the fchools of the gramma- 
rians, Montfaucon, who afcribes the inven- 
tion to Ariilophanes, aflerts, that there is no 
appearance of them in manufcripts, which were 
written before the feventh century; that, in 
manufcripts bf the feyenth and eighth, they are 
frequently mifplaced, and often omitted; that 
in the two following centuries writers began to 
' ufe them with more accuracy ; and that from 
"this period, we may date their general intro- 

The 

guage is wrong; becaufe it is, i. very arbitrary and uncertain; 
a* contrary to analogy, reafon, and quantity; and, $• con- 
trary to itfelf." 

The leading principle in Mr. Fofter*8 Effay is a fuppofition^ 
tkat the nature and power of the acute accent was only to 
elevate the voice, without giving any prolongation of time to 
the accented fy 11 able ; and of the grave accent to depre£( it, 
without occafioning any cohtra^ion or quicker tranfition of 
the fyllables fo deprcfled. 

Mr. Primatt endeavoucs to prove, ** that verfc and profe 
were read dliierently ; the one according to quantity, the other 
by accent.** p. i»8« 

' * 'Confuetudinem ver^ defcribendl accentus et fplritut ia 

ieptimui^i 
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The PRESENT SYSTEM df Greek accents^ is 
eortalnly of modern date*; and, it may be 
prefumed, is a ufelefs incumbrance on the lan- 
guage. The art of reading Greek by accent 
and quantity, at the fame time, is not likely to 
"l>e introduced 5 or if it Ihould be attempted, it 
will be utterly impoflible to afcertain the ge- 
nuine tones, with which that language was 
pronounced by the ancient Greeks. 

The Romans feldom, if ever, ufed any to- 
tncil of accentual marks f . 

At .pTefent, die actite is pilaced, in Latin 
<&oqk^ on the laft fyllable of words, to which 
^Q.Jtttielitfos, que, ve, ne, ate annexekl : aai, 
IXMliii^, bcJlumve^ decufne, &c« 



|fpti|Bi|likcifdter a Chrifto^aato fieculnm confeni pofle v'vdctul'* 
Nam (ixUces quinti fextiye feculi, quorum qiiidam notam tern* 
|>oris praeferun^ iis prorfus carent ... In codiclbus ejufdem 
[ftpdmi] sviy aceentus et fpirittis identidtm omittuntur, neqiie 
tanta accurationc defcribuatur • • • Cum femel^otum ufu9 lA- 
^e^ktts eftj alii accuratjusy alii negUgentiiis, pro cujufque arbi« 
trio, aceentus perfcribebant* Mo n t f • Palaeog. Grseca, p. «2 3^ 
a24, et alibi. 
* Spzlmaii*8 Obfervations on the Greek Accents, § 5. 

t FoiTEft^s Eflay on Accent and X^fttity, p. n5f «dil. 

H 4. The 
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The grave is employed to mark adverbs: as, 
contra, late, uti, fubit6> nimium 5 the prepo* 
fitions a and e, &c« 

The circumflex ferves to mark the ablative 
cafe of the firft declenfion, the genitive of the 
fourth, the elifion of a letter or a fyllable, &c. 
and always denotes a long fyllable : as, hac 
mufa, hujus manus, virum for virorum/ nofti 
for novifti, amarunt for amayerunt. 

Of all the modern languages, the French 
has the.greateft number of accents. Take the 
/oUowing words as a fpccimen : L'epee, des- 
^ii-pr^f^nt,^ tete a t^te, legerete, t^merite, prei- 
fere, penetre, rlp^te, invetere, . deg^ere, le 
general eut et6 d^gdute, &c. Our language 
has happily efcaped this horrid incumbrance, 
and preierved a beautiful ilmplicity. In Eng« 
liih the accentual marks are only ufed in 
^fpelling-books and di(5lionaries, to mark the 
fyllables, which require a particular flrefs of 
the voice in pronunciation. 

This ftrefs is laid on long and flio'rt fyllables 
indifcriminately. In order to diftiriguifh the 
one from the other, fome dictionary writers 
have placed the grave on the former, and the 

acute 
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acute on the latter, in this manner : Mi^nor, 
min'cral, liVely, liv'id, riVal, riv'er. 



Spiritus Afper, an afpirate ', Is peculiar to 
the Greek language, and implies, that the 
letters over which it is placed, ihould be pror 
nounced with a rough breathing, or as if they 
were preceded by an h. 

Among the ancient Greeks the H, that is, 
the letter eta, fupplied this office : as, H£KA- 
TON centum, HOAOS via, for IxetroK, o/o<. 
This characEler, we are told, was afterwards 
divided into two parts ; the left fide V making 
the rough, and the right 'iy the fmooth breath* 
ing *. 

From this chara£ter the Latin f, and the 

* Spirituum afperi etlenis fchemata et Utera H, duas in partes 
divlfay notavit Ariflophanes ; ita ut prima pars ejufdem cha* 
zsi&ent aiperum fpiritum denotaret| fecunda refidua, tenuem* 
MoNTF. Palaeog. Graeca^ p» 33. Scal. de Caufis Ling. 
Lat« c* 54* 

.^ Oi/Mii h luu ha rw H rnx^tou rwMO'affBat nuc ir*\tttvf 

^c» <rt H 9foyfa^wa-i* <' I think the ancient Greeks repre^ 
fented the afpirate by the letter H ; and therefore the Romans 
prefix an H to all words, which are to be afpiratcd.'* At hi w. 
DdpnoC It ix« c* 12, p».39S, edit. i589« 

, H 5 OK)dcra 
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modern languages, have borrowed their h : as,, 
hora from #?/►*, hefperus from ymf^<* 



The Lents * denoted a fmooth breathbg. 
Every word in Gr^ek, which begins with a 
vowel, has either an afper or a lenis prefixed. 
The afper fhould be retained j but the lenis is 
abfolutely ufelefs. 

A long Sytlable ". A fyllable is long, when 
the voice dwells longer upon it, than upon 
other fyllables in the fame word ; or when it 
refts upon a vowel or diphthong : as, Pa£iolus, 
Cocytus, Euripus, Maufoleum^ aiylum, ho- 
rizon, 

A fhort Syllable *'. A fyllable is fhort^ 
when the voice pafles rapidly over the vowel : 
as, Caucafus, Lotophagi^ Areopagus, Anti^ 
podes. 

Demetrius Triclinius, who lived about the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, having 
afcribed to the old Greek grammarians the in- 
vention of tones and fpirits, adds : •* BeAdes 
tbefe, they invented this mark ~ , as the fign 

of 
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of a long fyllable, and this ^'^ as the fign of 
a fhort one ♦.** 

Thefe marks are ftill uled in treatiies of pro* 
ibdy, and in Latin dictionaries. 






H 6 CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 

JUrtviathnSy and fame technical Urmsy relative 
to hooks. 

FoL TpOLIO. A book is faid to be in 
X^ folio, when one (hect of paper makes 
only tvfo leaves, or four pages. 

4to. Quarto, when one flieet makes four 
leaves, or eight pages, 

8vo. Oilavo, eight leaves. 

j2mo. Duodecimo, twelve leaves, ufually called 
twelves. ' 

a4**« — — twcnty-.four leaves, ufually 

called twenty-fours, 

The 
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The Frontifpiece, the picture facing the title- 
page. 

The Title-page^ the firft page of every book,, 
containing the title. 

The Running Title, the word or ientence at 
the top of every page. 

A Column. When the page is divided into 
feyeral parts by a blank fpace, or a line 
running from the top to the bottom, each 
divifion is called a column: a$ in bibles, 
didUonaries, news-papers, ice. 

A, B, C, and A 2, A 3, ice. at the bottom of 
' the page, are marks for dire&ing the book* 
binder, in coUe&ing and folding the fheets. 

The Catchword, the word at the bottom of 
the page, on the right hand, which Is re- 
peated at the beginning of the next, in 
order to (hew, that the pages fucceed one 
another in proper order. 

* 1 1 § I' references to notes in the margin. 

The 
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The Italic charafters were invented and intro- 
duced by Aldus Manutius, a celebrated 
Venetian printer, in the year 1501. They 
are fometimes called curfive, from their 
refembling what is termed a running hand ; 
and fometimes Aldine, from the inventor. 

The Italic words in the OM and New Tefta- 
ment are thoie, which have no correfpond- 
ing words in the original Hebrew or Greek ; 
but are added by the tranflators^to complete 
or explam the fenfe. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. It. 

Abbreviations of Latin wordsy frequently found 
in printed books and manufcripts. 



Lib. T IBER, book. 
MS, JL«/ Manufcnptum, manufcript, 
MSS. Manufcripta, manufcripts. 
P. S. Poft-fcriptum, a poftfcript^ or (bme* 
thing written afterwards. 

N. B. Nota bene, mark well, note, or ob« 
fcrve* 

V. g. Verbi gratia, for inftance, if the ex« 
ample is but one word. 

«. g. Exempli gratis, for example. 

viz. Videlicet, namely. Viz. is a cor- 
rupt abbreviation. 

i. e. Id eft, that is. 

v. Vide, fee. 

Id. 
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Id. Idem, the fame [author]. 

Ibid. Ibidem, in the fame place [or book j, 

N®. Numero, in number* 

q. d, Quafi dicas, as if you fhould fay. 

&c, Et caetera, and others. When this 
chftradler is placed after a lift of 
men, it fhould be called et ca*teri ; 
after a lift of women, et cxterae ; 
and after a yariejty of things in the 
neuter gender, et cetera, as it is 
ufually pronounced* 

y». f. The, that; |t is probajole, that th, in 
thefe abbreviations, was originally 
cxprefled by the Saxon f, th ; and 
that this charadler has gradually <lc-> 
generated into y« 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

Ahhrrvldtions in titln of hnoun 

G.R. A^EORGIUS Rex, George 4e 

VT King. 
K. G. Knight of the Garter. 
K. B. Knight of the Bath* 
K. T. Knight of the Thiftlc. 
S. T. P. Sacrae theologiae profeflbr, profeflbr of 

divinity : Latin terms for D, D, 
D. D, Doftor of divinity. 
M. D. Medicinae doftor, do£lor of phyfic. 
LLD. Legum do£lor, dodor of laws, that 

is, the canon and civil laws. 

J.U.D. Juris utriufque dodor, doftor of laws. 

B. D. Bachelor of divinity. 

A. M. Artium magiftcr, mafter of arts. 

A. B. 
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A. B. Artium baccalaureus, bachelor of arts* 
F, R. S. Fellow of the royal fbciety. 

K. S. S; Regiae focietatis focius, feUow of £he 

royal fociety. 
S. A. S. Societatis antiquaria: focius^ fellow of 

die^anti^uarian^ocie^y* 



CffAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Abhriviations in cbrenology afid geography* 

A. M. ANNO mundi, in the year ^f^ 

STL the world. 
Ant. Chr. Ante Chriftum, before the Wsth^f 
Chrift. 

Olym. 1, 2, 3, 5rc. The olympiads. This aera 
begins in the year of the world 
3228 ; 776 years before the birth 
of Chrift ; and each olympiad 
contains four years. This mode 
of computation 4s ufed in the 
Grecian hiftory. 

A. U, C. Anno urbis conditae, in the year 
after the building of Rome. This 
epocha commences 753 years be- 
fore the birth of Chrift ; and is 
generally ufed in the Roman bif- 
tory, Varro. 

a: d. 
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A* D« Anno Domini, in the year of our 
Lord. The Chriftian ara, ac- 
cording to Archbifliop Ufher, ^- 
gins A. M. 4004. 

O. S. Old Style : the * method of com- 

putation ufed in England before 
• the year 1752; when fome er- 
rors in the calendar were cor* 
re£led by aft of parliament, 

N. S*. New Style. 

Am M. Ante meridiem, in the forenbonr* . 

P. M« Poft meridiem, in the afternoon. 

E.W.N.S; Eaft; wftft, north, fouth. . 

N.L. 4*. y. f^. North latitude, four degrees, 
' *5 minutes, .7 fecoods. . Every 
circle is fuppofed to be divided 
into 360 parts, called degrees; 
each degree, into 60 other parts, 
called minutes ; each minute^ into 
60 feconds ; each fecond, into 
thirds, &c. The o at the top of 
the figure probably reprefents the 
circle, which is thus divided. ^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Abbreviations in arithmiUc and commifUm 

L. T I B R A, a pound In money. 

S. -L/ Solidus, a ihilling. 

D. Denarius [quod rwimmo^ denos arts va- 
lebat. Varro, 1. iv.] The Roman 
denarius was a filver coin, equal to 
ten ij^j, orfcven pence three farthings, 
rf Englifh money. It is ufed in our 
law-books for a penny. Our tranf- 
* lators render J'vo ^nvetpsAy Luke x. 35, 
two pence, very improperly j as thefe 
words give us a falfe idea of the good 
Samaritan's generofity. There is the 
fame mifreprefentation. Mat. xviii. 28. 
XX. 2. xxii. 19. Mar. vi. 37. John 
vi. 7. 

Ob. Obolus [from the Attic oCqKo^] a halft 
penny. The obolus was the fixth 
part of the denarius ; in £ngli(h mo* 
ney, five farthings and one fixth. 

Q. Quadrans, 
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Q. Quadrans, a farthing. The Roman 

quadrant was the fourth part of the 
asy and equd to about three quarters 
of a farthing. Ko^petprtif is tranf- 
lated a farthings Mat. v, 26. The 
as [derived from aes, brafs] was 
the tenth part of the denarius,^ and 
equal to three farthings and one 
tenth, in Englifli money. 

Per cent. Per centum, by the hundred. 

Per an. Per annum, by the year. 

D". Ditto [from detto, Ital.] the faid. 

N*. Numero, in number. 

f^ Libra, a pound ; twelve ounces of 

Troy weight, ufed by goldfmiths, 
apothecaries, &c. and fixteen ounces 
of avoirdupois* 
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CHAP. vm. 

jtbbreviations and chara^eri in medieinal 
prefcript{9m. 

5f, -pECIPE, take. 

ana^ -^^ Frorifi the Greet prepofition «tv«, 
pfeacb^ an equal quantity of feveral, 
ingredieiats. 

lb* Libra, a pound, in apotheoaAes weight 

is twelve ounces. 
5 An ounce, or eight drams* 

3 A drachm, or three fcruples. Drachm 

is commonly written and pronoun* 

ced dram. 
5 . A fcruple, or twenty grains, 
gr. A grain. There are 5766 grains in a 

pound. 
P. Pugillum, a pugil : that is, fuch a 

quantity of flowers, feeds, or the 

like^ as Inay be taken up between 
...'-' the 
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the thumb and the two fore-fingers. 
It is accounted die eighth part of 
the manipule. 

M. ManipuluS) a handful, or as much as 
a man can grafp in his hand at 
once. 

Cong. Congius, a gallon. , 

Cochl. Cochleare, a fpoonful, that is, half 
an ounce of fyrups ; but only three 
drams of diftilled waters *• 

Ss. Semis, half.* 

Q^ s. Quantum fufficit, a fufficient quantity. 

Q. 1. ♦ Quantum libet, as much as you pleafe. 

S. a. Secundum artem, according to the 
• rules of art. 



* jAMEi't Diipenf. p. 447. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX. 

©/"numeral letters. 



N 



UMBERS are written two different 
ways, by letters and by figures. 



Figurei. 
I 

a--' 

, V'' .■ 

. 4' • 

•• 5 

- 6 

7 
8 . 

."9': 
10 

cTwenty -XX 20 

I Thirty 
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Roman Numeralt 


One 


I . 


Two 


II 


Three 


III 


Four 


IV 


Five 


V 


-Six . 


VI 


^ Seven 


VII 


;£ight 


VIII 


;Nine 


^ IX - 


;Ten 


X 
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Thirty 
Forty 
Fifty 
Sixty 
.Seventy 
Eighty 
Nine^ 
A hundred 
Two hundred 
Three hundred 
Four hundred 
Five hundred 
Six huiidred 
Seven hundred 
Eight hundred 
Nine hundred 
A thouf^nd 
Five tboufand 
Tcn>thoufan(l 
Fifty tboufand 



Roman KumeraU* 

XXX 

XL 

L 

LX 

LXX 

LXXX 

xc 
c 

cc 
ccc 

CCCC or CD 

I>orI> 

DC 

DCC 

DCCC 

DCCCC or CM 

MorCID 

133 
:CCI33 
1333 ' 



A buniked tfaoufiuid QCCI333 
Five hundred tboufand 13333 
AmUlkm CCea3330 



Floret* 
60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

8bo 

900 

i>ooo 

5,000 

iQOtfoeb 

500^000 

jyooo^ooo 

Thf 
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The Romans exprcfied any number of thou- 
£mds, iy a, line drawn over a numeral, lefs 
than a thoufand : thus, V denotes five thou- 
fend, LX, fixty. thoufand. 

So likewife M ftands for one thoufand times 
a thoufend> or a million ; MM, two millions^ 
&c. 



Numeral letters explained. 

MPCLXYI, 166$. . 

M denotes mille, i,ooo* 

D dimidium mille, half a thoufahds or 500 ;; 

or it is probably the half of CIO. 
C centum,, lOo. 
L reprelents the lower half of C 3 and con«« 

' fequently exprefles 50. 
X refembles two Vs, the one uprightj^ the 

other inverted y and fignifies io. 
V flands for 5, becauie its fifter letter U is 

the fifth voweK 
I fignifies one, probably becaufe it is the 

plaineft and fimpleft charader in the 

alphabet* 

I* If. 

I 

1 
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If two or three of thefc charafters are placed 
together, and the lefs number is .placed before 
the greater, the value of the lefs is to be d^- 
du£):ed from the greater : as, IX^ nine ; XIJ^, 
19 J CD, 400 5 CM, 900, &c. 

Other reafons are given for the ufe of thefe 
particular letters by learned writers j but all of 
them feem to be uncertain conjedlures ♦• 



* Vid. pRisc. lib. dc Fig.Numer. edit. Futfchii,p. 1346. 
Aldi Manutii Veter. Not. Explan. Scalig. de Caufis 
Ling. Lat. I. i. c. 4i» Hofm. L«xic« in voce icvmeki* 
Maitjnii Lexic. Etymologlcom* 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 

C>^ ARITHMETIC AL FIGURES. 

TH E art of computing by figures, and 
the cipher o, which, when placed at the 
right hand of the figure, encreafes its value in 
a tenfold proportion, is a happy invention ; but 
of mo3ern date. 

* s 
Cipher is derived from the Hebrew "TSD 
fepher, a number ; or from the Arabic ziphra', 
which has precifely the meaning we annex t6 
the word cipher, that is, figura nihil Cgnificans, 
vulgarly called a nought. 

The origin of thefe figures is uncertain. 
Some writers affirm, that the Spaniards an4 
other Europeans took them from the Moors, 
the Moors from the Arabians, arid the Ara- 

if 
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bians from the Pejfians or Indians. This waft 
the opinion of Ger. Joh, VolBus, Mr. Greaves,. 
Bifhop Beveridge^ Dr. WaUis> aj^l many 
others** 

Jot ScaKgcrf, Ger. John Voffius, and 
P. Mabilloix Xr thought that thde figures wercb 
liot ufed long before the year i joo. Matthew 
Paris tells us^ that thejf were introduced int«. 
England by John.de Baiingeftokes, in the year 
1252 §. Dr. Wallis is of opinion, that they 
were brought into England about the yeac^ 

Othecs have imagined,, that they are only the 
letters of the Greek alphabet, corriq>t£d aiid 



.de Sigliit Afftt»ttm. eJL P«jijinitt. Ailroii0inld8y {(• %, Be vs. 
RjQ6S« Arithinetipa Chronolojiicay U i* c. 5. WalitIs,. 
Algebra, c« 3^ 4f Phil. Tsmif. N* 439. Espem. Gram*. • 
Arab. U l*. c* i. f,. tj*. Hoxm. Iicxicin v«ce NvMXti et. 
jSirEAiL 

•I Lib. iii. ep. 2ft }% 

^ pe Re diploioatic». 

\ Hie Johannes [de Bafiogtffokes] figorat Grawoniar nn^ 
tttralet} tt eanim notitiftm ,tt figoificationei In Angtiaia ftnttsk^ 
vit» et famillaiSbvt (vit dictondt*. Ma Ti Faa u, Hiil. Aof U 
pA an* i«5«> B* ^35^ 

f altOPtd 
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aftemi by tranfcribers ♦• According to thi$^ 
hypothcfis, 

1 is derived from /, iota [or probaWy it ftanAr 
for one^ becaufe it is onl}^ 
a fimple ftroke.] 



» 


from 


?• 


a 


— - 


y. 


4 


— 


^ 


i 


— 


n 


4 


mimm 


r, the nuoierat chara&er of 
^e Greeks for fix« called 
epifemoii baiu 


T 


— 


C P^ Z* 


$ 


— 


N, incurvated at iht top aiut 
bottom»^ 


f 


^ 


i»* 


«' 




tibe initial letter of ovJ^lK». 
nothing. [This deriva- 
tion is a little too fas 
fetched.] 

/ h 



Huxx.- 
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It is obfervable, that all thefe letters, ex- 
cept f and 0, were ufed by the. Greeks to 
exprefs the fame numbers, as the figures, which 
are here fuppofed to be derived from thenx j 
and that i and o are Greek letters, though 
here deprived of the numeral powers, which 
they had among the Greeks, the former ori- 
ginally fignifying Un^ and the latter feventy. 
The refemblancc between the figures 4, 6, 7, 
8, 9, and the correfponding letters, is obvious.; 
and much greater, than the moft acute obferver 
candifcover between the fame figures, and any 
Indian or Arabic chara£ters. Such ^ fifnilarity 
could not happen by accident. But admitting, 
that, in fome inftances, the refemblance is 
obfcure and evanefcent, this hypothefis fhould 
not, on that account, be rejefted. The Ro- 
man alphabet is derived from that of the 
Greeks * ; yet the affinity between fome of the 



HuiT« Demonft. evang* prop. iv. c. 13. Bum. 9. Addenda, 
p. 647. edit. 1679. Ward, Phil. Tranf. No 439^ 

Dr. Bernard fays : Notae Numerales, i. Indonim e 
Grace. A.D. 716. %• Arabum et Perfarum ex Ind. A.D» 
800. 3* Hifpanorum ex Arabic. A. D. xooo. Orb. erud* 
Liter, tab. Yii* " 

* Formae Uteris Latinis, quae veterrimis Graecorum* 
Tacit. Anna!. IVki; c. xi^ PitIn* 1. vii.' c. 57, 5s. 

Greek' 
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t 



Greek and Roman letters is now impercep- 
tible. In former ages, writers made confi- 
derable changes in the original form of their 
charaders. In later times, letters and numeral 
figures owe their uniformity and ftability to 
the art of printing. 



FINIS. 
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ENGLISH 
OXFORD 



d by Google 



K* 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



